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Welcome to  
Partners in Caring
Welcome to Partners in Caring, 
a bimonthly publication of 
Connecticut Children’s Medical 
Center Foundation, prepared 
especially for friends and 
patient families of Connecticut 
Children’s. Read on to learn more 
about the many programs and 
services the hospital provides and 
about our generous friends and 
donors who help make it happen.

Be Part of the Action . . .

CCMC School Students at Home in New Britain 

continued on page 2

F r o M  c o n n e c t i c u t  c h i l d r e n ’ s  M e d i c a l  c e n t e r  F o u n d a t i o n  

At CCMC School, Vocational Education 
is part of the curriculum for older students. 
Here, Jamiel, 15, prepares cookies with 
Instructional Tutor Yelena Senia. 

Inside the CCMC School, students, 
ages 5 to 21, feel right at home. 

An affiliate of Connecticut Children’s 
Medical Center, the CCMC School 
has been at its new location at 300 
John Downey Drive in New Britain 
since August 2012. Previously, the 
school was located in Wethersfield 
for 13 years and in two other locales 
prior to that.

“We love it here,” said Patricia 
Gerrity, who has served as the 
school’s principal for the past 14 
years. “We love the building and 
the community. We love the facility 
because it better serves our students,” 
she said.

Currently, 150 students attend classes 
at CCMC School, where they receive 
a high level of structure and support 
as well as an array of integrated 
services to meet their individual 
needs.

Special ServiceS 
Established in the 1940s as part of 
Newington Children’s Hospital, 
the CCMC School today provides 
comprehensive special education 
programming for children and 
adolescents with emotional 
disturbances, developmental 
disabilities, neurologic impairment, 
multiple disabilities, Autism Spectrum 
Disorders, traumatic brain injury, 

DiabeteS & 
enDocrinology   

gaStroenterology 
& gi Surgery 

neonatology

orthopeDicS

pulmonology

urology

intellectual disabilities and specific 
learning disabilities. The new facility 
can serve up to 175 students who 
primarily come from communities 
within an hour’s drive of New Britain.

“Our mission is to work with 
students referred to us from their 
public school systems to help them 
develop better coping strategies and 

Check Today’s Insert  
for Upcoming Events!

huskython — The 15th Annual 
HuskyTHON Dance Marathon held 
Feb. 15th and 16th on the University 
of Connecticut Storrs campus attracted 
more than 2,000 students, volunteers, 
alumni and patient families who came 
out to support the new Cardiovascular 
Care Center planned at Connecticut 
Children’s. (ABOVE) Five-year-old 
Kirsten Thibault, a heart patient at 
Connecticut Children’s, poses with  
her older brother Derek, and UConn 
students during the festivities.  
Learn more on page 3.
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Playground Planned
What would make CCMC School 
even more special than it already is?

A playground for its students! 

“A playground is an essential element 
for any elementary school,” said 
Principal Patricia Gerrity. “It is even 
more critical for children with special 
needs. Our students look forward to 
recess time with free play, and they 
benefit from the type of activity that 
playground equipment affords them.”

CCMC School, an affiliate of 
Connecticut Children’s Medical 
Center, is equipped with state-of-
the-art technology, a gymnasium 
and other vital resources, but what 
it currently lacks is a playground 
for outdoor recreation at its new 
location in New Britain. The school, 
which provides comprehensive special 
education for students, ages 5 to 21, 
was equipped with a playground at its 
former Wethersfield site.

“Even some of our middle and high 
school students with Developmental 
Disabilities or Autism miss the 
playground we had at our former 
location,” Gerrity noted. “They 
continue to ask when they will have a 
playground again.”

Currently, outdoor play at CCMC 
School is limited to a blacktop area 
with a basketball hoop and a grassy, 
fenced-in field. Working with the 
Injury Prevention Center, part of 
Connecticut Children’s Office for 
Community Child Health, school 
officials plan to install an Injury-
Free Playground that will encourage 
and support social interaction and 
physical exploration, while enhancing 
self-confidence, physical and 
emotional development, and gross 
motor skills.

If you would like to help support the 
addition of an Injury-Free Playground 
for students attending CCMC 
School, please call the Foundation 
at 860.837.5700. A fundraiser is 
planned June 2nd at Carbone’s 
Kitchen in Bloomfield (see our insert 
for more information). 

CCMC School Students at Home in New Britain, continued from page 1.

to prepare them to return to a less 
restrictive environment,” Gerrity said. 

With a low student-to-staff ratio, 
the school offers elementary, middle 
and high school classes for students 
of varying cognitive abilities. The 
team includes certified special 
education teachers, assistant teachers, 
instructional tutors and aides, clinical 
social workers, clinical psychologists, 
occupational and physical therapists, 
speech/language pathologists and 
other staff to support the students 
with curriculum/instruction and 
behavior. 

Extended-Year Programming and 
a range of mental health services 
are among the many programming 
components provided. 

a Day in the life 
School days at CCMC School 
are structured and are dedicated 
to the development of a sense 
of cooperation, self-motivation, 
adjustment and academic 
accomplishment.

“At 8 a.m., we have morning work 
that is individualized while breakfast 
is being served,” Gerrity said. The 
morning continues with three core 
subjects – written language, math and 
reading. Students also have science 
and social studies, health, individual 

and group therapy, art, music and 
physical education.

“The middle and high school students 
also have vocational education,” she 
said. “They participate in community 
outings and outreach that are relevant 
to independent living skills. Some 
students are also placed in job-
shadowing opportunities,” she added.

Jamiel, a 15-year-old CCMC School 
student, says his favorite class is 
science; outside of the classroom, he 
likes the Teen Socials that provide 
an opportunity for students to listen 
to music, dance, play video games 
and socialize. Eight-year-old Elijah, 
meanwhile, enjoys learning about the 
Olympics in Ms. Girouard’s class and 
“the projects we get to make to go 
along with it.”

poSitive Support 
“I feel very positive about the level 
of support CCMC School gives to 
its students,” said Clinical Director 
Patricia FitzGerald, Ph.D., who has 
devoted her life’s work to the CCMC 
School in the area of behavioral 
support. “We have a highly trained 
and highly motivated staff, and they 
love these kids,” she said. 

“We’re a family,” Gerrity said. 

For information about referrals, 
contact the CCMC School Admissions 
Coordinators at 860.837.6413.

Students in Jessica Girouard’s class use an interactive smartboard to express reasoning, 
application, analysis and comprehension skills. Here, Elijah, age 8, answers questions about the 
winter Olympics while his classmate, Lestate, looks on. 
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Campaign to Benefit New Cardiovascular Care Center 

HuskyTHON Tops Fundraising Efforts “For The Kids” 
Following another successful dance marathon – and a record-
breaking fundraising year – the University of Connecticut Storrs 
campus is teeming with Husky pride. On Feb. 15th and 16th, 
more than 2,000 University of Connecticut (UConn) students, 
volunteers, alumni, friends and faculty descended upon the 
Hugh S. Greer Field House for the 15th Annual HuskyTHON 
Dance Marathon to dance the night away in support of 
Connecticut Children’s Medical Center. 

Joined by approximately 40 patient families from Connecticut 
Children’s and other distinguished guests, the 18-hour dance 
marathon – the culmination of a year-long fundraising 
campaign – helped raise $457,581 for the new Cardiovascular 
Care Center planned at the Medical Center.

“We want families to know that the students at UConn 
love and care for their kids – and that’s why we are proud 
to announce that the money raised will go to the new 
Cardiovascular Care Center,” said Co-Executive Director  
Dan Bolson.

“We want to thank everyone who supported us in this year’s 
record-breaking effort,” added fellow-Co-Executive Director 
Ricky Holtz.

This year’s HuskyTHON campaign handily surpassed last 
year’s total of $343,416, bringing its 15-year grand total 
to more than $1.7 million raised in support of Connecticut 
Children’s, a Children’s Miracle Network Hospital. 

inSpireD to help 
Each year, thousands of UConn students take part in 
HuskyTHON fundraising activities, which in 2013-
2014 included a Miracle Walk Fashion Show, a 2K run 
called “ZombieTHON Dash of the Undead,” an annual 
ZumbaTHON  and, of course, the HuskyTHON Dance 
Marathon, which featured arts, crafts, face painting, inflatables 
and DJs to keep the crowd motivated and dancing all night long. 

Led by a 30-person management team, as many as 250 student 
leaders are working on HuskyTHON events at any given time. 

“During my first HuskyTHON, I saw the entire UConn 
community coming together for this incredible cause that was 
literally all around us,” Holtz recalled. “The stories I heard 
weren’t about the kids who lived thousands of miles away; 
these were actual families dealing with actual issues, and they 
were only about an hour or two away. I love that I have the 
opportunity to re-create this experience for my peers,” he said.

grateful familieS  
Kirsten Thibault, the five-year-old daughter of David and Lauren 
Thibault of Southington, was among the invited guests at the 
2014 Dance Marathon and has been one of the many patients to 
benefit from cardiac services provided at Connecticut Children’s. 

Kirsten was born four weeks early with Tetralogy of Fallot, a 
combination of four heart defects present at birth, accounting 

for about 10 percent of all congenital heart disease. Untreated, 
the condition can be fatal. 

The Thibaults were referred to Connecticut Children’s, where 
their daughter underwent open-heart surgery in 2009 at three 
months of age. Today, Kirsten is a fun-loving little girl who loves 
gymnastics, dancing and keeping up with her older brother 
Derek. This was her fifth time participating in the HuskyTHON 
Dance Marathon.

“Kirsten loves attending HuskyTHON, and words simply 
cannot express our gratitude for Connecticut Children’s and 
what they have done for us,” her mother said.

reSponDing to the miSSion 
“HuskyTHON has been instrumental in helping Connecticut 
Children’s provide our children with the care they deserve,” 
said Foundation President Martha Schall. “The HuskyTHON 
Waiting Room will be a welcome addition to our new 
Cardiovascular Care Center and the patients and families we 
serve.”  

“HuskyTHON provides us with a much-needed time to think 
outside of our own experience to give and to learn about the 
community around us,” Holtz said. “The UConn students can’t 
help but respond to our mission!”

“It’s ‘For The Kids,’” Bolson said.

If you would like to donate towards the new Cardiovascular 
Care Center, please visit www.connecticutchildrensfoundation.
org or call the Foundation at 860.837.5700.

UConn students and HuskyTHON organizers celebrate the record-
breaking total – $457,581.04 – raised from the year-long fundraising effort 
that culminated with the 15th Annual Dance Marathon held Feb. 15-16. 
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Partners in Caring is a bimonthly publication of Connecticut Children’s Foundation, highlighting the programs  
and services of Connecticut Children’s. To be added to or removed from our mailing list, please contact  
Kevin McMahon at KMcMahon02@ccmckids.org. 

Learn more about Connecticut Children’s and receive updates  
about our initiatives and events. Please visit our website at  
www.connecticutchildrensfoundation.org/signup and enter  
your e-mail address to receive our electronic news updates.

Be a Partner in Caring 
Your gift, large or small, makes a 
difference in the lives of 
children. Donations towards 
equipment, technology, 
research, people and 
programs bring hope and 
health to those who entrust their care 
to Connecticut Children’s. Won’t you 
please consider making a tax-deductible 
donation today? Your generosity helps 
us provide our region’s children with the 
best care possible – each and every day. 

To learn more, please contact the 
Foundation at 860.837.5700, 
or visit our website at www.
connecticutchildrensfoundation.org.

Connecticut Children’s Medical Center is a proud member of Children’s Miracle Network Hospitals. 
Children’s Miracle Network Hospitals helps to raise funds and awareness for 170 children’s hospitals 
across North America, helping more than 17 million kids each year. Funds raised through this 
organization stay in the local community in which they are given. For more information, please  

              visit www.cmnhospitals.org.

A Proud Member . . . 

Make  
a Gift  

today!



Miracle Ride 
Sunday, April 27, 9 a.m. 

Hundreds of motorcyclists will hit the road this year in support of “Miracle Ride” to benefit 
Connecticut Children’s Pediatric Intensive Care Unit. The Sunday morning ride begins at 

Bushnell Park in Hartford and concludes with a barbecue lunch at Sun Valley in Stafford 
Springs. Since its inception in 1996, Miracle Ride has raised more than $485,000 for our 

tiniest patients in the Neonatal Intensive Care Units. 

Cycle of Life – Cancer Survivor Celebration  
Sunday, June 1,  11 a.m. – 3 p.m. 

University of Saint Joseph, West Hartford
The 7th Annual Cycle of Life celebration will take place in conjunction with National Cancer 

Survivors Day on the campus of the University of Saint Joseph in West Hartford. This 
inspirational day for pediatric cancer survivors and children who are undergoing treatment 

provides an opportunity for our patients and their families to reconnect with caregivers and 
friends during a day filled with sharing, hope and encouragement. Proceeds will benefit Connecticut Children’s 

REACH for the STARS Survivorship Program in Stafford Springs. Since its inception in 1996, Miracle Ride has raised 
more than $485,000 for our tiniest patients in the Neonatal Intensive Care Units. 

Miracle Ride, Cycle of Life & More!

Many Ways to Support Connecticut Children’s 

Serata di Cibo  
Monday, June 2, 6 p.m. – 9 p.m.  
Carbone’s Kitchen, Bloomfield
Enjoy the culinary creativity and artistry of Carbone’s Ristorante and Carbone’s Kitchen along 
with selected wines and boutique beers, music and unique raffle items at this celebration of fine 

food and wine. Proceeds from this event will help fund a new Injury-Free Playground at the CCMC School in New 
Britain, an affiliate of Connecticut Children’s, providing education for students, ages 5 through 21, with emotional 
disturbances, cognitive compromises, Autism Spectrum Disorders and other conditions.

See more upcoming events in support of  
Connecticut Children’s on the reverse side.

Counsel Conquering Cancer  
Wednesday, May 7, 6 p.m. – 9 p.m. 
ON20, 400 Columbus Blvd., 20th Floor, Hartford
Counsel Conquering Cancer is an event founded by lawyers for all who support 
Connecticut Children’s in its fight against childhood cancer. Please join us in the exclusive 
ON20 restaurant for an evening of innovative and progressive cuisine prepared by ON20’s 

Executive Chef Jeffrey Lizotte, as well as specially selected wine pairing and conversation. For more information visit:  
https://www.connecticutchildrensfoundation.org/counselconquering.
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Concorso Ferrari & Friends  
Sunday, June 29, 11 a.m. – 3 p.m. 

West Hartford Center, West Hartford
More than 100 current and vintage Ferraris, Lamborghinis, Alfa Romeos, Maseratis, and other 

Italian cars will descend upon West Hartford June 29th for the 14th Annual Concorso Ferrari & 
Friends event. The morning begins with 40 Ferraris escorting patients from Connecticut Children’s Specialty Care 
Center to West Hartford, where the cars will be on display for public viewing and a judged competition. Food, live 

entertainment and a silent auction will be among the festivities at this annual event that attracts more than 10,000 
spectators and Ferrari participants from along the Eastern seaboard. 

Golf Tournaments

Aces for Kids golf tournament   
Saturday, May 17 
Blue Fox Run, Avon
Aces for Kids is a Saturday golf tournament that draws members from the aerospace 
industry. For more than a decade, proceeds from the event have supported our Cancer and 
Blood Disorders program, with this year’s proceeds directed to the Advanced Cancer Care 
Program. The tournament, which offers a round of golf, a luncheon and live auction, is a day 
of fun for all.

geno Auriemma’s Fore the Kids  
Charity golf tournament    
Monday, June 23 
Hartford Golf Club, West Hartford
Geno Auriemma has been associated with this tournament for more than a decade and 
supports Connecticut Children’s as a “roving golfer,” driving around the course to interact 
with sponsors and players. This event will benefit our Department of Orthopedics and the 
new Cardiovascular Care Center at Connecticut Children’s. 

Lego Children’s Charity golf tournament    
Monday, July 28 
TPC River Highlands, Cromwell
LEGO Systems, Inc. partners with the Travelers Championship to deliver a first-class golf 
experience for all participants. The Tournament is held on an award-winning championship 
golf course that also plays host to the annual PGA TOUR’s Travelers Championship. Funds 
raised through this event will benefit the new Cardiovascular Care Center at Connecticut 
Children’s. 

To learn more about these events and opportunities to support  
Connecticut Children’s, log on to www.connecticutchildrensfoundation.org,  

or call the Foundation at 860.837.5700


