
Celebrating 
Three Years in 
Waterbury

Asthma Program 
Receives National 
Honor

Promoting 
Children’s Healthy 
Development

MattersA PUBLICATION OF CONNECTICUT CHILDREN’S MEDICAL CENTER
Vol. 5 Issue 2

Summer 2012

A Great Summer is Just What the Doctor Ordered

continued on page 3

Connecticut Children’s has been 
awarded a $10.5 million dollar 
grant from the National Institutes 
of Health for a PROTECT, 
5-year study of the effects of 
standardized therapy for children 
with ulcerative colitis. 

The study team, lead by Jeffrey 
Hyams, MD, Head of the Division 
of Digestive Diseases at Children’s 
and Professor of Pediatrics, 
University of Connecticut School 
of Medicine, will enroll children 
between the ages of 4 and 17 
years of age who are newly 
diagnosed with ulcerative colitis. 
Despite the increasing incidence 
of this disease, there has never 
been a large scale study to 
determine how children respond 
to therapy. 

Dr. Hyams and co-investigator 
Dr. Lee A. Denson, Cincinnati 
Children’s Hospital, have assembled 
a prestigious team including 
the University of North Carolina 
Clinical Studies Coordinating 
Center, Emory University in Atlanta 
and the Hospital for Sick Children, 
Toronto, CN. They have enlisted 
25 institutions throughout the U.S. 
and Canada who are experts in the 
field of pediatric digestive disease 
to participate in the study.  

According to Dr. Hyams, “this 
study will be the first of its 
kind in pediatric inflammatory 

bowel disease that will allow us to 
develop a better understanding of 
why there is such variability in the 
response of children treated with 
standard therapies. By studying 
genetic, immunologic, and 
microbiologic aspects of the disease 
at diagnosis and through its course 
we hope to be able to design more 
successful therapies for children 
with ulcerative colitis.”   

Dr. Paul Dworkin, Chief of 
Pediatrics at Connecticut Children’s 
and the UConn School of 
Medicine, said “this is a remarkable 
accomplishment for Dr. Hyams 
and a major achievement for 
Connecticut Children’s.”

This award is in no small part also 
due to the efforts of Lisa Benson, 
Director of Research Administration 
and Sponsored Programs; and 
Brenda Pillot and Laura Friedberg, 
Sponsored Program Administrators, 
who assisted Dr. Hyams during a 
two-year effort conducted in close 
collaboration with program officers 
from the National Institute of 
Diabetes and Digestive and Kidney 
Diseases (NIDDK) to plan all aspects 
of the study. 
“This is the first and certainly largest 

multicenter pediatric clinical study 
that Connecticut Children’s has 
received from NIDDK,” said Benson. 

“Enrollment is expected to begin at 
Connecticut Children’s in July and 

Olivia Belfonti, of Southington, was recently named Connecticut’s 2012 Children’s Miracle Network 
Hospital’s Champion Child. Each year, Connecticut Children’s selects a child to represent the 
Medical Center as part of our standing as the state’s only Children’s Miracle Network hospital. 

Children across Connecticut are 
looking forward to the beginning 
of summer vacation and Olivia 
Belfonti is no different. Olivia, of 
Southington, is planning to spend 
as much time as she can swimming 
and riding bikes with her big sister 
Maddie. All fairly normal activities, 
except that Olivia is far from normal. 
She’s exceptional because she’s  
a survivor.

Part way through Tricia Belfonti’s 
pregnancy, she learned that her 
unborn daughter had a congenital 
heart defect, a condition known as 
pulmonary artesia. The defect was 
described to the Belfontis as “having 
half a heart.” Tricia’s obstetrician 
told her that the defect couldn’t be 
fixed and her daughter would die 
shortly after birth. Devastated, Tricia, 
and her husband Arnie, turned  
to their pediatrician for advice  
and that’s when they found 
Connecticut Children’s.

“We were without hope. But 
Dr. Felice Heller, of Connecticut 
Children’s, called us and said, ‘Don’t 
worry. We’ve seen plenty of these. 
Your daughter will be fine.’ It’s 
impossible to put into words how 
much that meant to us,” Tricia 
recalled. “We spent the following 
weeks reading everything we 
could about Olivia’s condition and 
preparing for her birth.”

Less than 48 hours after birth, 
Olivia had her first operation. 
Eight days later she was home. 
At four months she had the next 
planned heart surgery. At six 
months another surgery to repair 
an intestinal problem commonly 
associated with congenital heart 
defects. Tricia notes, “It was difficult 
for all of us seeing Olivia undergo  
so many surgeries in such a short 
period of time. But everyone at 
Connecticut Children’s kept us 
informed at each step of the way. 

Connecticut Children’s Awarded $10.5 Million Grant from the  
National Institutes of Health for First of Its Kind Pediatric IBD Study

participants will be followed for up to 
five years to monitor disease status.”

The Center for Pediatric 
Inflammatory Bowel Diseases at 
Connecticut Children’s is the largest 
of its kind between Boston and 
New York, currently caring for over 
500 children with either ulcerative 
colitis or Crohns disease. The Center 
has pioneered the use of emerging 
therapies in children with these 
disorders and engages in basic 
research investigating the effects of 
disease and therapy on bone health 

and growth, as well as helping to 
clarify the mechanisms by which 
these diseases occur. 

The Center is also the home of 
the Pediatric Inflammatory Bowel 
Disease Collaborative Research 
Group Registry, which is studying the 
natural history of newly diagnosed 
disease since 2002 in more than 
1,800 children at 30 leading pediatric 
centers in North America.

Jeffrey Hyams, MD, Director of Digestive Diseases at Connecticut Children’s, was recently 
awarded a $10.5 million research grant for a first-of-its-kind pediatric study on standardized 
therapy for children with ulcerative colitis. Dr. Hyams’ research team will include 25 other 
institutions throughout the United States and Canada. Dr. Hyams is pictured above with  
Scott Kelleher of Farmington, CT.
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A NOTE FROM 
OUR WEBSITE: Connecticut Children’s 

Once Again Rated as  
One of Nation’s Top 
Children’s Hospitals

Connecticut Children’s was recently 
named to U.S. News & World 
Report 2012-2013 Best Children’s 
Hospitals rankings, the third year 
in a row the Medical Center has 
received this recognition. This 
year, Connecticut Children’s was 
recognized for our programs in 
diabetes & endocrinology and 
neonatology. This is the second 
year in a row that our department 
of diabetes & endocrinology 
has received this distinction and 
the first time for our program  
in neonatology.
“Connecticut Children’s Medical 

Center deserves high praise for 
its accomplishments,” said Health 
Rankings Editor Avery Comarow. 

“Connecticut Children’s has a 
reservoir of dedication and 
expertise that helps the sickest 
kids. Our goal at U.S. News is 
to identify and call attention to 
pediatric centers like this one.”

This year, U.S. News surveyed 
178 pediatric centers to obtain 
hard data such as availability of 
key resources and ability to prevent 
complications and infections. 
The hospital survey made up 

Connecticut Children’s is grateful for the dedication provided by many individuals, clubs and organizations 
who host events to support and promote the mission of Connecticut Children’s. If you are interested in  

learning more about events that support the Medical Center or hosting an event, please visit the  
Connecticut Children’s Foundation website at www.connecticutchildrensfoundation.org

To comment on any articles appearing in this publication, please visit our website at www.connecticutchildrens.org. If you have  
a change of address or do not wish to receive future issues of Pediatric Matters, please call (860) 610-5700.

75 percent of the rankings. A 
separate reputational survey in 
which 1,500 pediatric specialists – 
150 in each specialty - were asked 
where they would send the sickest 
children in their specialty made up 
the remaining 25 percent.
“We are pleased that Connecticut 

Children’s is being recognized 
nationally for the exemplary 
quality of care that our medical 
staff provides,” said Martin J. 
Gavin, President and CEO of 
Connecticut Children’s Medical 
Center. “It is a great honor, and 
we feel it reaffirms our role as a 
leader in providing pediatric care 
in our region.”

Advancing through 
Expansion

More than 10,000 surgeries 
were performed at Connecticut 
Children’s last year, and 13,000 
procedures are anticipated in 
2012.  With growth in the number 
of surgeries hitting 48 percent over 

the last six years and the Medical 
Center at maximum capacity 
for surgical procedures, it has 
become evident that Connecticut 
Children’s needs more space 
to accommodate the increased 
demand for pediatric surgeries 
performed by pediatric specialists.

Plans are now underway for 
the construction of a new 18,321 
square foot surgery center in 
Farmington at 505 Birds Eye Road.  
Initially there will be two operating 
rooms for outpatient surgeries, 
with space available for two more 
to be added as volume increases.  
This new facility is expected to 
reduce wait times for patients, and 
will allow the existing space at the 
Medical Center to be reconfigured 
to accommodate new technology.

After Connecticut Children’s 
receives project approval from 
the Office of Health Care Access, 
construction could begin as soon 
as February 2013 and open for 
business by September 2013.

CREdiTs Editor: Robert Fraleigh  Contributors: Kelly Coffey, Doreen Tarascio and Eric Berthel  
Design: Dornenburg Group  Photography: J. Fiereck Photography, LLC  Printing: Finlay Printing

CONNECTiCUT CHiLdREN’s iN THE NEWs

My son Joey had surgery this morning 

at your hospital, and I really wanted to 

share with you how grateful we are for 

the staff & nurses you had on his team. 

From the moment we walked in to 

check in at the front desk, my son was 

greeted, and acknowledged as someone 

special. Everyone took the time to make 

eye contact with him, said hello, and 

with each person he responded with  

a smile.

For any child, surgery day can be a 

difficult thing, but Joey has autism which 

makes everything magnified and harder 

to understand. The staff at Connecticut 

Children’s were educated on autism, 

and knew exactly how to approach my 

son with patience & love. I also want to 

stress how thankful I am for the staff 

listening to me about what works best 

for my child’s individual needs...a lot of 

times we run into medical professionals 

that think Joey has to just “get over” 

his sensory issues, and continue to 

overwhelm him resulting in a negative 

experience, but there wasn’t any of 

that this morning. Everyone was kind, 

helpful, smiling, and loving to my son. 

Thank you!

 

Sincerely,

Stacey Camp

Plainville, CT

As we go to print with this issue, we have just announced an agreement on contract terms with Anthem Blue Cross & Blue Shield. This agreement will 
retroactively cover services at Connecticut Children’s that were provided to Anthem members from April 16 to the present, assuring that the services we 
provided will be treated as in-network costs.

At the core of our disagreement with Anthem stands a public policy issue that is important for everyone to understand. Nearly 55% of the care we provide 
is to children who are covered by Husky, our state’s Medicaid program. Payments from the state to Connecticut Children’s do not cover the costs of that 
care. As the Husky program has grown, so have our losses. Last year alone, the cost of caring for children covered by Husky was $25 million more than we 
were paid by the state. Since we have no capacity to absorb those losses, we must negotiate reimbursement rates with our commercial insurance company 
partners to help us offset those losses. Every independent children’s hospital across the country does this and all states rely on insurance companies to help 
cover these losses.  

Unfortunately, the state is not in a financial position to change this “cost shifting” policy at this time which presents an ongoing dilemma. Simply put, 
Connecticut Children’s cannot absorb these losses and continue to prosper as a children’s hospital. We will continue to have ongoing discussions with our 
state’s leadership and work toward a more realistic, long-term solution to this issue.

We truly understand the impact that this disruption had on Anthem’s members but it was necessary to stand firm to protect the best interests of all 
children and families. Connecticut Children’s has a vision to make our state’s children the healthiest in the country and we are pleased that Anthem Blue 
Cross & Blue Shield has now joined Aetna, Cigna, ConnectiCare and UnitedHealthcare as a partner in pursuing this vision. 

Sincerely,

Martin J. Gavin
President and CEO

An Open Message from  
Martin J. Gavin, President and CEO
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We knew there was a plan and 
we were thankful for the great 
support and communication from 
Connecticut Children’s.”

At age four, Olivia had her third 
and hopefully last heart surgery. “We 
could tell it was time for this surgery. 
In the days and weeks leading up to 
it, Olivia’s energy level dropped to 
the point that she could barely climb 
a set of stairs.” Tricia continued, “I 
could actually hear her approaching, 
her breathing was so labored. But 
then just nine days after surgery, she 
was home and literally running up 
and down the driveway. It was hard 
to believe it was the same little girl 
who was struggling to do simple 
things less than two weeks before.” 

Now 7 years old, Olivia has taken 
up dance. This year she tackled Hip 
Hop and next year she has her heart 
set on ballet. Olivia’s mom added, 
“She’s doing so well in school, too. 
When people find out about her 
medical history, they are completely 

As Connecticut’s Children’s Miracle Network Hospital’s Champion Child, Olivia will represent the 
Medical Center at events throughout the year. Above, she is shown throwing out the first pitch 
at a New Britain Rock Cats game earlier this year.

surprised. This is exactly what we 
hoped and dreamed for. Olivia is not 
cured, and she will need some level 
of ongoing cardiac care, but she is 
bright-eyed and spirited as ever. Just 
a normal second-grader.”

Recently, Olivia was named 
Connecticut’s Children’s Miracle 
Network Hospital’s Champion Child. 
She will represent Connecticut 
Children’s (a Children’s Miracle  
Network Hospital) at events throughout 
the year. In September, she will travel 
to Orlando, FL, and Washington, D.C. 
as part of the Champions program. 

“We are so happy and grateful 
for both our beautiful girls,” Tricia 
concludes. “We’ve come so far from 
the original, tragic news to where 
we are now – a happy, active family. 
We’re proud that Olivia will be able 
to help spread the news so other 
families will know there’s hope and 
treatment for their children too.”

continued from page 1A Great Summer is Just What the Doctor Ordered

In January of this year, Connecticut 
Children’s celebrated the third 
anniversary of its inpatient unit at 
Saint Mary’s Hospital in Waterbury. 
The unit has seen some great 
successes and has also learned a 
great amount in those three years 
about how to run a hospital within 
a hospital.

Connecticut Children’s – Waterbury 
admitted its first patient on January 
5, 2009 after two years of planning 
and preparation. The unit is a 
collaboration between the Medical 
Center, Waterbury Hospital and 
Saint Mary’s Hospital that unified the 
pediatric departments of the two 
Waterbury-based hospitals with a 12-
bed unit that is owned and operated 
by Connecticut Children’s. The new 
arrangement allowed the area’s 
current pediatric healthcare providers 
to remain an integral part of the 
delivery process while increasing their 
access to a wider array of pediatric 
subspecialty services offered by 
Connecticut Children’s.

Deb Martin, RN, MSN, has served 
as the Nurse Manager for the unit 
since the construction phase through 
today. Martin brought her many 
years as a nurse, clinical educator 
and manager to her new role in 
Waterbury. When asked to reflect 
back upon the first three years of 
the unit in Waterbury, she spoke 
with great pride about the successes, 
the learning opportunities and the 
advancements of the nursing staff.

“My biggest concern on the day 
that we opened was our survival. 
Not survival of the unit itself, but 
our survival of integrating so many 
disparate pieces of the operation of 
the unit smoothly and efficiently,” 
said Martin. “We had three uniquely 
different health information systems, 
different policies and procedures, and 
a new, never seen before business 

relationship and model. It took some 
understanding, relationship building 
and collaboration, but I can say today 
that ultimately my concerns were 
addressed and we have great model 
of how well this type of relationship 
can work.”

“We also learned a great deal 
about ourselves, the pediatricians in 
the greater Waterbury community 
and how this unit was different 
from Hartford,” noted Martin. 
“The mission and purpose behind 
creating the unit in Waterbury was 
to provide Connecticut Children’s 
services outside of Hartford and 
much closer to home for patients 
and families in this area. With this, 
and our core value of providing 
family-centered care, we have seen 
patient satisfaction scores on our 
Press-Ganey surveys skyrocket. Our 
patients and families tell us that not 
only are we doing a great job, but 
that they really enjoy being so close 
to their homes – and that makes a 
huge difference for everyone.”

Sandy Narciso-Owen, PA-C, has 
also worked at the Waterbury unit 
since it opened and has seen some 
great things happen with regard to 
the care that is provided and with the 
nursing staff. “Greater Waterbury 
has a higher number of children who 
suffer with sickle cell disease,” said 
Narciso-Owen. “Our connection to 

Connecticut Children’s – Waterbury 
Celebrates its Third Anniversary

our subspecialty practices and the 
subsequent coordination of care 
of a sick patient, particularly with 
hematology/oncology, and how it 
relates to our sickle cell patients, is 
truly wonderful.” She also thought 
that the nurses in Waterbury, many 
of whom were blended from the 
two hospitals in the city, have “raised 
the bar” when it comes to their 
professional growth and continuing 
education. “The nurses on this unit 
have made continuing education a 
primary focus. They are in touch with 
evidence-based care and are looking 
to grow in their roles.”

Martin also spoke about some of the 
opportunities for continued growth. 
“The Waterbury First initiative is 
and was an important project for 
the unit. It focuses everyone on the 
processes of getting kids admitted to 
Waterbury first, instead of sending 
them to Hartford or another facility. 
It requires continuing education with 
our pediatric community, emergency 
department staff and with staff at 
Connecticut Children’s in Hartford. It 
is very much an ongoing process, but 
we have seen some positive impact.”

MacDara Tynan, MD, joined 
Connecticut Children’s as the 
Medical Director for the Waterbury 
unit at the beginning of the year. 
Along with his responsibilities for 
clinical care on the unit, he will 

also focus on the Waterbury First 
initiative. “Helping our community 
pediatricians to access and utilize 
the pediatric inpatient services 
that are available right here in 
Waterbury is a critical part of our 
continued growth. Our community 
pediatricians validate the positive 
impact that keeping a child closer 
to home has on the child and their 
family. And while some patients must 
go to Hartford for specialty care, we 
are working every day to continue 
to improve our coordination of care, 
including bringing some specialty 
care to Waterbury.”

Martin looked to the future of 
the Waterbury unit with great 
enthusiasm. Pending approval by 
the state of Connecticut, with the 
acquisition and merger of Waterbury 
Hospital and Saint Mary’s Hospital 
into one regional medical center 
by LHP Corporation, Martin sees 
opportunity. “In very preliminary 
discussions, LHP is looking to be 
our partner in the new regional 
medical center. There will likely be 
opportunities to grow with LHP  
with extended pediatric services 
provided by Connecticut Children’s. 
The future has the potential to be 
very exciting.”
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Connecticut Children’s Receives National 
EPA Award in Asthma Management
Earlier this month, Connecticut 
Children’s national profile was raised 
when the Medical Center was selected 
to receive the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency’s (EPA) 2012 
National Environmental Leadership 
Award in Asthma Management for the 
Medical Center’s  exemplary efforts to 
deliver high-quality asthma care that 
includes environmental controls. 

The award honors 14 years of 
dedicated work, led by Michelle 
Cloutier, MD, Director of Connecticut 
Children’s Asthma Center, for 
improving asthma management and 
outcomes for children. As announced 
earlier this year, Connecticut Children’s 
Easy Breathing program, created by Dr. 
Cloutier, enrolled its 100,000th child 
in the program in 2011. 

Connecticut Children’s was 
one of only four programs in the 
country to receive this prestigious 
award this year. Award winners are 
recognized for demonstrating that 

comprehensive asthma care with a 
strong environmental component can 
dramatically improve health outcomes 
for people with asthma.  

Asthma prevalence is higher in 
Connecticut than in the United 
States as a whole, and it appears to 
be on the rise. Approximately 86,000 
children (10.5%) in Connecticut 
report a current diagnosis of asthma 
(Asthma in Connecticut 2008: A 
Surveillance Report).  

“EPA is recognizing Connecticut 
Children’s Medical Center for their 
outstanding efforts to reduce the 
burden of asthma for families in 
their communities,” said Mike Flynn, 
Director of EPA’s Office of Radiation 
and Indoor Air. “This program is 
achieving positive environmental and 
health outcomes, and EPA applauds 
their innovation and dedication to 
controlling asthma.”  

There are so many ways to support Connecticut Children’s. Throughout the 
summer and fall we’ll have a number of fun events around the state. We 
invite everyone to join in. We have something for just about every interest 
from running to shopping to dancing the night away. So mark you calendar 
and come on out and join the fun!

Of course none of these events would be possible without the 
energy and enthusiasm of our volunteers and the backing of our 
sponsors.  We are grateful for all the generous community support 
we receive that helps us bring the best care possible to the children  
of Connecticut.

if you are interested in learning more about these events, please visit 
www.connecticutchildrensfoundation.org.

vie for the Kids
October 20

The day begins with a 6k trail run/
walk through picturesque Ethel 
Walker Woods in Simsbury, a 
perfect setting for participants of 
all skill levels.  Feast at the Farm will 
be held that evening at Rosedale 
Farms and Vineyard in Simsbury.  
This gourmet barbecue will be held 
under the stars and will feature live 
entertainment and great selection 
of live and silent auction items.  
Connecticut Children’s Hematology-
Oncology Clinical Trials program is 
the beneficiary of the event.

For 14 years, Michelle Cloutier, MD, has lead Connecticut Children’s efforts to improve asthma 
management and outcomes for children. Recognized as a national expert in the subject, 
her work was instrumental in Connecticut Children’s recently being recognized with an EPA 
National Environmental Leadership Award. 

Put Connecticut Children’s on Your Calendar
Center Kidscard
October 25 – November 3

The Center Kidscard is a 10-day 
shopping and dining extravaganza in 
West Hartford Center that provides 
fantastic saving opportunities while 
supporting Connecticut Children’s.  
With a purchase of a Kidscard, 
shoppers receive 20% discounts on 
every purchase at over 70 retailers.  
The entire $50 cost of the card 
will support Connecticut Children’s 
Neonatal Intensive Care Units in 
Hartford and Farmington.

Connecticut Children’s 
Medical Center Friends 20th 
Anniversary storybook Gala
October 27

The Storybook Gala celebrates the 
hundreds of thousands of children 
and families who are cared for 
each year at the Medical Center.  A 
special appearance by Carl Hiassen, 
a critically acclaimed author and 
journalist, along with a cocktail 
reception, dinner, dancing and live 
and silent auction items ensure an 
exceptional experience for all who 
attend. Proceeds from the Gala 
enable the Connecticut Children’s 
Friends to fund innovative programs 
that benefit patients, family and staff.

WdRC 102.9 FM 10th 
Annual Radiothon
August 30 – september 1

In partnership with WDRC 102.9 
FM, the 10th annual Children’s 
Miracle Network Hospital radiothon 
will broadcast live from Connecticut 
Children’s.  Inspirational stories from 
patients, families and staff will be 
shared throughout this 3-day event.  
Donations from DRC listeners will 
make possible investments in the 
technology, research and people 
that make Connecticut Children’s a 
special place for every child.
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Connecticut Children’s Emerging Role in Effectively 
Promoting Children’s Healthy Development
Any parent who has experienced 
a child’s illness knows that the 
best way to care for children is to 
prevent them from getting sick. At 
Connecticut Children’s, we take this 
truth to heart. As the state’s only 
academic medical center with the 
sole purpose of caring for children, 
everyone at Connecticut Children’s 
works together to keep children well 
and to enable families to take care 
of their children using the resources 
available in their communities. In 
fact, several different departments 
at Connecticut Children’s operate 
specific programs that address 
critical health needs of children in 
the community. 

It is all part of the Medical Center’s 
vision to make Connecticut’s 
children the healthiest in the nation. 
Driven by this vision, Connecticut 
Children’s will now operate 12 
of these programs under the 
umbrella of its new Office for 
Community Child Health (OCCH), 
under the leadership of Executive 
Vice President for Community 
Child Health, Paul Dworkin, MD. 
This approach is unique among 
children’s hospitals and is expected 
to serve as a model for other 
children’s hospitals nationwide.

As physician-in-chief of 
Connecticut Children’s and chair of 
the Department of Pediatrics at the 
University of Connecticut School 
of Medicine, Dr. Dworkin has been 
a prominent and influential figure 
in regional and national pediatric 
circles for many years. Community 
child health is a major interest 
of his, and he looks forward to 
devoting himself full time to 

this new position as soon as his 
replacement is recruited.

Dr. Dworkin has long been a 
leader in Connecticut Children’s 
belief that some of the best things 
we do for children and parents they 
will never see or know about. It’s 
the work done in the community, 
outside of our walls. 

“The focus of the new office 
will be to help elevate the status 
and effectiveness of our many 
community-oriented programs 
and services,” says Dr. Dworkin. 
“We will promote synergies across 
these programs to enable them to 
collaborate more effectively and 
create new ideas in response to 
community needs. We’ll encourage 
vetting of ideas and pilot programs 
that could develop into sustainable 
programs and services, all focused 
on promoting children’s optimal 
healthy development.”

There are currently 12 programs 
that will comprise the OCCH (see 
box) and many of these programs 
have already received national 
recognition for their work.

The Help Me Grow® National 
Center is currently replicating a 
statewide system of early detection 
and connection to intervention 
services for children at risk in 15 
states. Easy Breathing was recently 
selected as a prestigious National 
EPA Award winner for its work in 
asthma management (see page 4).

The Injury Prevention Center, the 
only one of its kind in Connecticut, 
leads community programs in teen 
driving safety, violence prevention 
and neighborhood safety. Lead 
Action for Medicaid Primary 

Prevention, currently operational in 
15 cities and towns in Connecticut, 
uses an innovative “one touch” 
approach that incorporates safety 
inspection, energy efficiency and 
lead abatement into every housing 
assessment to protect children 
before they get lead-poisoned. 

Dr. Dworkin said that the OCCH 
will also serve as an “innovation 
incubator.” As new community needs 
are identified, the office will turn 
to the Medical Center’s faculty and 
staff to propose creative solutions, 
test them and develop them into 
functional programs and services. 

Aiming to mirror the success of 
the Help Me Grow® program, the 
OCCH will work to spread the impact 
of its programs, first regionally 
and then nationally through the 
creation of replicable, evidence-
based models of care  that promote 
children’s healthy development. The 
structure and practices of the OCCH 
will themselves become a replicable 
model for children’s hospitals 
around the country.   

Recent nationwide trends in 
healthcare delivery emphasizing 
the value, not just volume of care, 
prove the timeliness of Connecticut 
Children’s initiative to be a leader in its 
community-oriented programs. “This 
is all about collaboration, leveraging 
resources, encouraging creativity and 
providing support and tools people 
need to be successful,” said Dr. 
Dworkin. “I believe we will make a 
major impact on community health 
and ‘make Connecticut’s children the 
healthiest in the nation.’”

A large component of the Office for 
Community Child Health’s innovative 
methods will be its ability to turn to 
Connecticut Children’s faculty and staff to 
help identify pediatric solutions for children 
in the community. (left), Dr. Dworkin 
meets with Jessica Stumphy, MD.

Long recognized as a prominent and 
influential leader in national pediatric 
matters, Paul Dworkin, MD, is assuming 
new responsibilities at the Medical Center 
and will lead Connecticut Children’s 
innovative new Office for Community 
Child Health.

The 12 programs that 
will comprise the OCCH 
will include:

•  Connecticut Children’s  
Co-Management program

• Easy Breathing

•  Educating Practices in  
the Community

•  Growing Up Healthy/
Hartford Childhood 
Wellness Alliance

•  Help Me Grow® 
National Center

• Injury Prevention Center

•  Lead Action for Medicaid 
Primary Prevention

•  Charter Oak at  
Connecticut Children’s

•  Resident Education  
in Advocacy and 
Community Health

• Special Kids Support Center

•  Maintenance of 
Certification

•  Hartford Youth HIV 
Identification and Linkage 
Consortium



282 Washington St.
Hartford, CT 06106

Happenings at Connecticut Children’s

As part of National Volunteer Week, Connecticut Children’s hosted a dinner and reception to 
recognize volunteers for contributing their time and talents to support our patients, families 
and staff. Currently, Connecticut Children’s has 300 active volunteers who have contributed 
more than 30,000 hours of service. Pictured above are (l-r) Katie Spillane of Marblehead, MA, 
Bennett Weinerman of West Hartford, CT and Ashley Holland of Torrington, CT.

The Nursing Practice Council and Connecticut Children’s Medical Center Friends teamed up 
for a second year to sponsor the Children’s Hospital Association “Because Breakfast Doesn’t 
Take A Summer Vacation” cereal drive. The drive kicked off on June 1 with a visit from Pucky 
the Whale. As part of a friendly competition between 11 children’s hospitals throughout the 
U.S., Connecticut Children’s collected 46,713 servings of cereal to be donated to Food Share 
for summer vacation for Connecticut children who usually receive breakfast at school. Pictured 
above are (l-r) Stacy Hattersley, RN; Katie Redfern, RN; Pucky the Whale; and Lynn Williams, RN.

Hundreds gathered for Connecticut Children’s 5th Annual Cycle of Life fundraiser, June 5. 
The festival celebration, held on National Cancer Survivor Day, is an annual event honoring 
pediatric cancer survivors and children currently undergoing treatment. Cycle of Life featured a 
variety of interactive games and activities, as well as the STAR Lap in which survivors circled the 
track together in celebration of their victories over cancer. All proceeds benefited the REACH 
for the STARS Survivorship Program at Connecticut Children’s. Pictured above are Madisen 
Yanez (l) and Charlotte Wesoloskie (r) of Coventry, CT.

In April, UConn and 2012 Olympics women’s basketball coach Geno Auriemma spent a 
morning at the Medical Center visiting with patients, families and staff to help promote the 10th 
anniversary of the Geno Auriemma Fore the Kids Charity Golf Tournament. Since his lending 
his name to the event, the tournament has raised nearly $1 million for Connecticut Children’s. 
Above (l-r), Coach Auriemma visits with Catherine and Wendy Dickman of Portland, CT.

More than 700 motorcyclists from across the Northeast revved up on April 29 for the 17th 
Annual Connecticut Miracle Ride, presented by Trantolo and Trantolo LLC and Yankee Harley-
Davidson. One of the largest motorcycle charity rides in Southern New England, participants 
made their way from Hartford Hospital’s Newington Campus, past a cheering crowd at 
Connecticut Children’s, to Sun Valley Resort in Stafford Springs for lunch and entertainment. 
Riders shifted fundraising efforts into high gear and raised more than $30,000 for Connecticut 
Children’s Neonatal Intensive Care Units (NICU). 

As mentioned on page 3, Connecticut Children’s – Waterbury is celebrating its 3rd year of 
caring for kids at our inpatient unit at Saint Mary’s Hospital. Teens Maggie and Harold Smith of 
Middlefield took steps to make children’s visits brighter by collecting toys for the unit. Pictured 
at the toy drop-off above are (l-r) Harold Smith, Sandy Narciso-Owen, RN, TA-C, Tracie Wrinn, RN, 
Deb Martin, RN, Nurse Manager, and Maggie Smith.  


