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Benny Charles, son of Ingrid and Bertrand Charles of Hartford, is one of a number of children 
who benefit from ECMO technology at Connecticut Children’s each year.

The sound of a newborn baby’s cry. 
Nearly everyone has either heard 

it in a movie or experienced it 
firsthand. That distinctive cry is 
widely recognized as the first sign 
of a newborn’s arrival. Taking that 
first breath, with the resultant cry, 
is also the most important task of 
a newborn. While in the womb 
oxygen is delivered to the baby via 
the umbilical cord, so there is no 
need to use the lungs. But upon 
birth, a baby’s body must quickly 
transition to acquiring oxygen with 
his or her lungs. If this transition 
doesn’t happen, it is life threatening.

That’s why on June 16, 2012, 
Benny Charles, son of Ingrid and 
Bertrand Charles of Hartford, 
was transferred from his mother’s 
birthing hospital to Connecticut 
Children’s. He was just one day old, 
and Benny was having trouble with 
this vital transition. 

Benny was suffering from hypoxia 
and hypotension (hypoxia is 
inadequate oxygen in the body tissue 
and hypotension is unusually low 
blood pressure). This was preventing 
him from adequately oxygenating 
his tiny body. “Benny was not 
responding to traditional medication 
to get him to breathe on his own,” 
his mother explained. So at 38 hours 
old, Benny became a candidate  
for ECMO (short for Extracorporeal 
Membrane Oxygenation). This  
life-saving procedure uses an 
artificial heart and lung to deliver 
oxygen to the infant’s body. “ECMO 
was the last resort. At that point he 
had a 50/50 chance of survival,” 
Ingrid said.

The ECMO technology is 
comprised of an artificial lung that 
puts oxygen into the blood and 
removes carbon dioxide from the 
blood. A heat exchanger warms the 

Connecticut Children’s Named as  
Top Workplace in Connecticut!

While Connecticut Children’s is 
best known for providing children 
and families with the highest level 
of pediatric care, it is now being 
recognized for  something else; it 
is one of the best places to work in 
Connecticut. In the fall, Connecticut 
Children’s was named as one of our 
state’s Top 10 large workplaces by 
the Hartford Courant and FOXCT, 
earning the ranking as the #4 best 
place to work in Connecticut. 

In all, Connecticut Children’s was 
one of just 50 statewide businesses 
(out of 649 nominations) to earn this 
designation and the only hospital in 
the state to be recognized with this 
honor. Other winners included well-
known companies such as Aetna 
Inc., the Phoenix Companies and 
William Raveis Real Estate.

In writing about what makes an 
organization a great place to work, 
Dan Haar, columnist for the Hartford 
Courant and Top Workplaces editor, 
described how the best companies 
treat their people like gold, and 
how they do it intelligently — not 
just with pay and benefits, but with 
strategies to make sure everyone 
is well trained, well directed and 
generally as happy as possible. In 
short, he wrote, they use teamwork.

Teamwork has always been an 
important aspect of the work that 
is done at Connecticut Children’s; 
in fact, it is one of the core values 
of the Medical Center.
“As we consistently share with 

our employees, our organizational 
goal of being recognized as a great 
place to work is an important and 
meaningful one,” said Lawrence 
Milan, Connecticut Children’s Vice 
President for Human Resources. 

“The fact that the nominations 
we received were submitted by 
our own staff is a point of pride 
for everyone whose dedication 
each day helps make Connecticut 
Children’s the best we can be.”

Connecticut Children’s holds many events each year to celebrate its employees. Above, 
Marla Booker, RN, Director of Neonatal Nursing, “pins” Lisa Strelecky, RN, Nurse Manager 
at last year’s 5-10-15 Anniversary Celebration. At this event, employees who have worked 
at the Medical Center for 5, 10 or 15 years, receive a commemorative pin from their 
managers to honor the occasion.

Teamwork at  
Connecticut Children’s:  

We live by the statement 

“I care if you succeed.” 

We work together to 
achieve our goals. We value 
one another and celebrate 

our successes. 
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Connecticut Children’s 
Honored with March of Dimes 
Connecticut Chapter 2012 

“Mission Triangle Award”
Connecticut Children’s was 
honored with the 2012 “Mission 
Triangle Award” by the March of 
Dimes Connecticut Chapter at its 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt Spirit 
of Giving Celebration at the New 
Haven Lawn Club on February 
16. The evening celebrated the 
Chapter’s volunteers, donors 
and sponsors, and honored 11 
individuals as “2012 Volunteers of 
Excellence.”

The award, developed to 
highlight excellence in program, 
communication and volunteerism, 
was presented to Victor Herson, 
MD, Medical Director of Neonatal 
Nurseries, and Marilyn Sanders, 
MD, Neonatologist and March of 
Dimes grantee.

The first recipient of the award, 
Connecticut Children’s was 
recognized for its commitment to 
the health of mothers and babies. 
In 2012, the hospital supported 
efforts by the March of Dimes to 
pass the Critical Congenital Heart 
Disease newborn screening bill 
by testifying at the State Capitol 
and providing a tested algorithm 
for screening newborns. Currently, 
the Medical Center, under the 
leadership of Dr. Sanders, is  
heading a grant project in 
partnership with the March of 
Dimes to reduce prematurity 
by eliminating non-medically 
necessary inductions and C-sections 
before 39 weeks gestation.

Connecticut Children’s Names 
Interim Physician-in-Chief
The Medical Center has announced 
that Juan C. Salazar, MD, MPH, 
Associate Professor of Pediatrics 
and Immunology and Director of 
the Division of Pediatric Infectious 
Diseases at Connecticut Children’s, 
has been named Interim Physician-
in-Chief and Interim Chair of the 
Department of Pediatrics at the 
University of Connecticut School 
of Medicine.

Dr. Salazar has led the Division 
of Pediatric Infectious Diseases 
since 2008 and has been nationally 
and internationally recognized 
for both his outstanding clinical 
care and his innovative research 
work. Dr. Salazar is NIH funded to 
study the human innate immune 
response to Borrelia burgdorferi  
and Treponema pallidum, the 
causative agents of Lyme disease 
and syphilis respectively.

He also directs the Pediatric 
and Youth HIV program at the 
Medical Center.  His team has 
promoted and facilitated regional 
STD and HIV-prevention programs 
for at-risk high school youth.  Dr. 
Salazar is the current recipient 
of Ryan White Care Act federal 
funding to coordinate and provide 
statewide HIV treatment and 
prevention services for women, 
infants, children and youth. He 
has conducted several NIH and 
pharmaceutical industry sponsored 
pediatric and adolescent HIV 
clinical trials and long-term follow-
up studies.

While holding these new roles, 
he will continue his current clinical 
duties at the Medical Center and 
his translational research program 
at the University of Connecticut 
Health Center.

CONNECTICUT CHILDREN’S IN THE NEWSConnecticut Children’s 
Launches New 
Advertising Campaign
The State of Connecticut is currently in 
a rapidly changing financial and political 
landscape. It is imperative that everyone 
understands that Connecticut Children’s is 
a critical asset to our state.

 We have to continue to share our 
message that we are a unique and 
irreplaceable asset to children and families 
not just by providing care, but by truly 
striving to impact the health of all children. 
In short, we want everyone to know that 
we wear the mantle of responsibility for all  
children’s health matters in our state.

 To help do this, we are introducing a new 
advertising campaign with the theme:

 

 

The campaign will feature radio spots, 
billboards and a new television commercial. 
We are launching this campaign because it 
will help us appeal to a broader audience 
and positions Connecticut Children’s as a 
place that truly stands alone. While there 
may be other places to go to be treated, 
there is no other that holds the distinction 
of focusing on and providing the highest 
level of care while advancing children’s 
health and wellness for the whole state.

 As you see the components of our 
campaign, I hope you will be pleased that  
the entire content was created at the  
Medical Center, using our medical 
professionals and our own patients 
and families. There is no better way 
to showcase how special we are 
than giving the public a glimpse of  
what goes on here every day. Thank you  
for your support.

All the best,

Martin J. Gavin
President and Chief Executive Officer 

Patient Noel Muteba of Bridgeport enjoys listening to the newly offered CRISKidsTM, a service that provides audio versions of articles 
published in nearly 20 award-winning children’s magazines through the hospital’s in-house television system. Connecticut Children’s is  
the first children’s hospital in the nation to provide this alternative to printed magazines streamed to each patient TV.

Connecticut Children’s is grateful for the dedication provided by many individuals, clubs and organizations 
who host events to support and promote the mission of Connecticut Children’s. If you are interested in  

learning more about events that support the Medical Center or hosting an event, please visit the  
Connecticut Children’s Foundation website at www.connecticutchildrensfoundation.org

Credits
Editor: Robert Fraleigh

Contributors:  Kelly Coffey, Sarah DeMarco,

and Ed Jalinskas

Design: Dornenburg Kallenbach Advertising

Photography: J. Fiereck Photography, LLC

To comment on any articles appearing in this publication, please visit our website at www.connecticutchildrens.org. If you have a change of 
address or do not wish to receive future issues of Pediatric Matters, please call (860) 837-5700.

CRIS Radio and Connecticut 
Children’s Launch New First-of-
its-Kind Service for Children
CRIS Radio and Connecticut 
Children’s Medical Center are 
working together to provide children 
who are patients at the hospital 
with a new way to pass their time 
while receiving medical treatment. 
Connecticut Children’s patients 
may now listen to CRISKidsTM, a 
service that provides audio versions 
of articles published in nearly 20 
award-winning children’s magazines 
through the hospital’s in-house 
television system.

Connecticut Children’s is the first 
children’s hospital in the nation to 
provide an alternative to printed 
magazines through an in-house 
system streamed to each patient TV 
with audio recordings for patients 
unable to read or turn pages of a 
magazine due to their condition or 
medical treatment.
“I applaud CRIS radio and 

Connecticut Children’s Medical 
Center for finding new, innovative 
ways to care for Connecticut’s 
young people,” said Governor 
Dannel P. Malloy. “Reading plays 
such an important role in a child’s 
development, and this new 
program is sure to help bring a small 
sense of normalcy to children who 
are facing tremendous challenges. 
Connecticut is fortunate to have 
such support for holistic care for 
children and their families.”

Connecticut Children’s President 
and CEO Marty Gavin echoed 
Governor Malloy’s thoughts: “We 
are extremely grateful for the 
generosity of those who made this 
service possible for our patients. The 
availability of CRISKidsTM in patient 
rooms will allow children to enjoy 
educational entertainment, which is 
an extremely valuable offering and 
can be a helpful component of the 
healing process.”

Comcast provided technical 
assistance and a donation of special 
equipment necessary for the project. 
Other funders of the project include 
the Ellen Jeanne Goldfarb Memorial 
Charitable Trust and the Ahearn 
Family Foundation.

Juan C. Salazar, MD, MPH, has been 
named Interim Physician-in-Chief and 
Interim Chair of the Department of 
Pediatrics at the University of Connecticut 
School of Medicine

“Care that’s critical to 
Connecticut’s future.”
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blood to normal body temperature 
and the blood is then pumped back 
into the body. The pump is precisely 
adjusted to the needs of the patient. 
The flow from ECMO is gradually 
reduced as the body heals and begins 
to be self-sustaining. 

Benny remained on ECMO 
for approximately 98 hours. He 
spent five weeks at Connecticut 
Children’s, including two weeks in 
the NICU and three weeks in the 
PICU. He also needed the help of a 
feeding tube for part of his stay.

Five month later, Ingrid reports 
that Benny, who was diagnosed with 
Trisomy 21, is doing just fine. “He’s 

feeding well and developing nicely,” 
she said. “He’s a happy young man 
who enjoyed meeting his extended 
family over the holidays.”

As for the care her son received 
at Connecticut Children’s, Ingrid 
describes it as exceptional. “The 
care and outpouring of love 
in indescribable. I really only 
understood how sick Benny was 
when I saw the deep concern in 
the eyes of his doctors,” she said. 
“I know the staff made a difference. 
They were angels at Connecticut 
Children’s Medical Center.”

continued from page 1

New Technology Helps Newborn Get Started in Life

During the transport of many 
patients to the hospital, minutes 
matter and the care received en 
route is critical to ensuring a child’s 
well-being or even survival. That’s 
why Connecticut Children’s is 
expanding its Pediatric Transport 
Team to encompass neonatal 
transports. In June, we will launch 
an enhanced and newly named 
Critical Care Transport Team.

While Connecticut Children’s has 
had a team in place since the hospital 
opened, this expanded team will 
offer highly-specialized transports 
of neonatal and pediatric patients 
to and from the Medical Center, 24 
hours a day, 7 days a week. Not only 
will the team be comprised of staff 
members who have the essential 
skills and expertise in dealing with 
high-risk neonatal and pediatric 
patients, but the transport unit will 
also be uniquely equipped with 
tools and supplies specifically for 
babies and children.  

“The Transport Team ensures that 
the patient’s care is optimized in 
transit and allows us to facilitate the 
correct disposition on arrival to the 
Medical Center,” said James Parker, 
MD, Transport Team Director. “This 
team’s work is crucial to prevent 
delays in care, and it allows us to 
bypass potentially unnecessary steps 
in a patient’s evaluation.” 

For transports, a pediatric 
or neonatal critical care team 
comprised of a nurse, physician and 
respiratory therapist will respond. 
The makeup is significant because it 
is a group who cares for this high-

risk population every day, whereas 
general EMT’s do not have the 
pediatric experience required to 
care for these young patients who 
are critically ill.

“The high-quality, pediatric care 
provided at Connecticut Children’s 
will be delivered to the community 
by the team, supporting the child or 
baby until arrival at the Connecticut 
Children’s location best suited to 
provide the ongoing care,” stated 
Marla Booker, BSN, RN, NICU 
Nursing Director.

Future plans for the Critical Care 
Transport Team include acquiring a 
branded ambulance later this year 
and establishing a call center; for 
the time being, transport calls are 
being routed to the Emergency 
Department. Also noted by Dr. 
Parker is that the increased use  
of the team will allow Connecticut 
Children’s to better utilize its 12-bed  
in-patient unit located at Saint  
Mary’s Hospital in Waterbury, 
as patients will be assessed by 
our own staff to determine the 
appropriateness of admission there.

“We see our Transport Team as an 
essential piece of the network of care 
that Connecticut Children’s has built 
for the children in Connecticut,” 
explained Matthew Choate, RN, 
MBA, CEN, Nursing Director of 
Emergency Services and Transport. 
“Ultimately, it extends our services 
and expertise to a greater number 
of patients in need.”

 Patients on the Move
 CRITICAL CARE TRANSPORT

Jeffrey S. Hyams, MD, Head of the Division of Digestive Diseases, Hepatology 
and Nutrition at Connecticut Children’s Medical Center and Professor of 
Pediatrics at the University of Connecticut, has been given the Scientific 
Achievement in IBD Clinical Research Award by the Crohn’s and Colitis 
Foundation of America (CCFA). Dr. Hyams is the first pediatrician to ever 
receive this national recognition.

“It is our privilege to recognize Dr. Hyams,” said James Lewis, MD, MSCE, 
Chair of the CCFA’s National Scientific Advisory Committee and Professor of 
Medicine and Clinical Epidemiology at the University of Pennsylvania. “He joins 
the illustrious ranks of medical leaders we honor each year for their efforts to 
aid Americans suffering from these debilitating, incurable diseases.”

The CCFA awarded Dr. Hyams with this honor for having made significant 
contributions to understanding Crohn’s disease and ulcerative colitis and 
helping to improve the quality of life for the 1.4 million Americans affected 
by these diseases during the 2012 Scientific Achievement Awards at their 
annual Advances in Inflammatory Bowel Diseases Conference in Florida. He 
was nominated by the medical and research community for his exceptional 
dedication to the field of IBD.

“Through his groundbreaking research and advanced clinical care, Dr. Hyams 
is pioneering new ideas and developing next generation techniques and 
treatments that will impact the health of children not just in Connecticut, but 
everywhere,” said Paul Dworkin, MD, Executive Vice President of Community 
Child Health at Connecticut Children’s Medical Center.

Last April, Dr. Hyams was awarded a $10.4 million grant from the National 
Institutes of Health for a 5-year study of the effects of standardized therapy 
for children with ulcerative colitis, which is currently in progress. He has 
authored or coauthored more than 250 peer-reviewed publications and is the 
co-editor of Pediatric Gastrointestinal Diseases: Pathophysiology, Diagnosis 
and Management. He has been honored by the University of Connecticut 
School of Medicine Department of Pediatrics for his teaching skills and has 
been consistently named as a top doctor nationwide for his work.

Connecticut Children’s Physician 
Named As First Pediatrician Ever to 
Receive Prestigious National Award

Jeffrey Hyams, MD, recognized as a leader in the field of IBD research, examines patient 
Carmen Santana of Meriden during an office visit. Dr. Hyams leads the Center for Pediatric 
Inflammatory Bowel Diseases at Connecticut Children’s, which is the largest of its kind 
between Boston and New York, currently caring for almost 600 children with either ulcerative 
colitis or Crohn’s disease. 

Ingrid Charles with her son, Benny, who spent the first five weeks of his life at Connecticut 
Children’s. Ingrid says that Benny is doing fine now, in large part due to the ECMO treatment 
he received at Connecticut Children’s.



4
Matters

www.connecticutchildrens.org    Spring 2013

Medical Center Launches First of its Kind Down Syndrome Program
A new program offering opportuni-
ties for improved care for children 
with Down syndrome has opened its 
doors at Connecticut Children’s. The 
Comprehensive Down Syndrome 
Program (CDSP), a collaborative  
effort with the Connecticut Down 
Syndrome Congress, offers a coordi-
nated and integrated system of care 
to serve children up to 18 years of 
age with Down syndrome. 

“We are very excited about this 
collaboration,” said Ann Milanese, 
MD, President of the Medical Staff 
at Connecticut Children’s and 
Division Head of Developmental and 
Rehabilitation Medicine. “We hope 
it will enrich the lives of the children 
and families whom we serve, as  
well as educate and build capacity 
for care in the greater medical 
community.” 

The first of its kind in the state, 
the CDSP will address and integrate 
all aspects of a child’s developmental 

care including medical, emotional, 
behavioral, educational and psycho-
social needs. Services offered will 
include consultative evaluation; care 
coordination; referrals to Connecticut 
Children’s sub-specialists; support 
services for children with Down 
syndrome, their families and 
caregivers; and transitional assistance 
to provide continuity of care as patients  
reach adulthood. 

“The program is designed 
to provide the Connecticut  
sub-specialists and area physicians 
who treat children with Down 
syndrome, as well as their patients, 
with the resources for integrated, 
coordinated, continuous care,” 
explained Robert Greenstein, MD, 
Connecticut Children’s Medical 
Director of the Comprehensive 
Down Syndrome Program, and 
Professor of Genetics and Pediatrics 
at the University of Connecticut 
School of Medicine. 

of hospital staff. We fund all kinds 
of toys and entertainment for our  
young patients. Sometimes we’ll 
supply the money for new tech-
nology or even supplies that 
otherwise are outside the hospital 
budget. One of my favorite 
programs is what we call Adopt-a-
Program. Sometimes a researcher 
needs to gather data just to apply 
for a grant to do research. This 
fund helps with that. We provide 
seed money, for up to three 
years, to individuals or groups to 
do some of the groundwork for 
research projects and/or larger grant 
applications.  Its exciting to be able 
to offer grants that may be the  
start of some amazing discovery that 
will benefit future generations.”

Connecticut Children’s Medical 
Center Friends, a 100 percent 
volunteer organization, was founded 
in 1968 to support Newington 
Children’s Hospital, predecessor 
to Connecticut Children’s Medical 
Center. Today, the Friends continue 
to support the mission of the 
Medical Center through fundraising 
activities ranging from the Friends 
Gift Shop to the annual Storybook 
Gala, Connecticut Children’s 
signature fundraising event. Co-

Robert Greenstein, MD, founder of the Comprehensive Down Syndrome Program (CDSP) at 
Connecticut Children’s, interacts with patient Addison Dunn of Coventry and her mother, Lisa. 
Dr. Greenstein and the Connecticut Down Syndrome Congress created this unique program 
to increase awareness of and support for children with Down syndrome through coordinated, 
comprehensive care.

Storybook Gala Celebrates Twenty Years of Giving

President Maria Bloom adds, “We’ve 
got so many members who have 
been helping for 10 or 15 years. I 
joined the Friends in 1997 and some 
people have been at it for longer 
than I have. I was looking through 
some old pictures the other day and 
found an almost 20-year old photo 
of Diane Roach who still works in 
our gift shop. Being a Friend is a 
very rewarding experience and it 
stays interesting because there’s 
always something new happening 
at the hospital.”

“Connecticut Children’s is a 
fascinating organization to be a part 
of,” says Selina. “We are constantly 
interacting with the community 

On October 27, 750 people 
gathered for the 20th Annual 
Connecticut Children’s Medical 
Center Friends Storybook Gala. 
The event, which raised $675,000 
for the Medical Center, took place 
at the Connecticut Convention 
Center featuring New York Times 
bestselling author Carl Hiaasen. 

“Our ability to give the children 
and families in our state the care 
they deserve is dependent on the 
support of many,” said Debra and 
Glen Greenberg, Honorary Chairs. 
“Connecticut Children’s is grateful 
the community recognizes, through 
their participation in the Storybook 
Gala, what a tremendous asset the 
Medical Center is.”

For each of the last 20 years, the 
Storybook Gala has raised money 
for various causes and needs at 
Connecticut Children’s. “We try to 
use the money we raise to touch 
as many children and families and 
employees as possible. Our core 
philosophy is to fund the things that 
will make Connecticut Children’s a 
singularly special place. We strive to 
continually improve the day-to-day 
experiences of our children, their 
families and our incredible staff,” 
said Selina Ferrer, Co-President 
of the Connecticut Children’s 
Medical Center Friends. “This year 
our principle beneficiary was the 
Critical Care Transport Program 
(see story on page 3). A specially 
outfitted ambulance with a specially 
trained team will transport critically 
ill children from other hospitals 
to Connecticut Children’s. The 
ambulance is really a mobile intensive 
care unit fitted with mechanical 
ventilators, infusion pumps and 
physiological monitors to emulate 
the Medical Center’s Neonatal and 
Pediatric Intensive Care Units. This 
24/7 service is expected to serve 450 
children from 40 communities in its 
first year. It’s quite amazing.”

Selina continued, “But the money 
we raise does a lot more than 
fund a single, big project. We fund 
college scholarships for the children 

and continually thinking of new 
ways to reach out can connect with 
more people. And since we work so  
closely with children and their  
families,  I think that contributes to  
the feeling that Connecticut 
Children’s Medical Center is one big 
family. It’s a special place.” 

Maria adds, “After all these years 
of helping at the hospital, I’m still 
surprised by how friendly everyone 
is. The staff is always so thoughtful 
and interested in what we are doing. 
All of that makes it very easy to be 
a Friend at Connecticut Children’s.”

Pictured above (l-r): Martin J. Gavin, President and CEO of Connecticut Children’s Medical 
Center; Danielle Greenwood, parent of patient; Cameron Greenwood, patient and guest 
speaker; Scott Greenwood, parent of patient; and Governor Dannel P. Malloy.

Above (top to bottom): Debra and Glen Greenberg, Gala Honorary Chairs; author and featured 
speaker Carl Hiaasen; Gala attendees look over silent auction items.

Down syndrome occurs in 
approximately one in every 700 
births. In Connecticut, an estimated 
40 to 50 children are born each  
year with Down syndrome.

The Comprehensive Down 
Syndrome Program is located at 
Connecticut Children’s office at  
100 Retreat Avenue in Hartford. 
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Connecticut Children’s Research Garners National 
Attention, Awarded $3.375 Million in Grants
Breakthrough research is an 
important core commitment of 
every leading children’s hospital. 
Connecticut Children’s is no 
different. Here, pediatric medical 
advances made possible through 
discovery occur every day. Below  
are three examples that reinforce  
our role as a leader at the forefront 
of pediatric healthcare.

NIH Awards $2 Million to 
Study Neuroblastoma
Connecticut Children’s Medical 
Center received a $2 million grant 
from the National Institutes of 
Health (NIH) — National Cancer 
Institute for a five-year study 
on treating neuroblastoma, a 
deadly childhood tumor. The 
study “Sphingosine-1-Phosphate 
Pathway Based Therapy for 
Neuroblastoma,” led by Fernando 
Ferrer, MD, Executive Vice President 
for Clinical Affairs and Surgeon-in-
Chief at Connecticut Children’s, 
will investigate a novel approach 
to treating neuroblastoma by 
targeting a lipid signaling pathway 
essential to tumor growth.

Dr. Ferrer has been investigating 
S1P signaling, which promotes 
the development of solid tumors, 
and has theorized about how the 
signaling may lead to the growth 
of tumors. He and his team have 
been testing how to stop tumor 
development. 

“Neuroblastoma is extremely 
difficult to treat,” explains Dr. Ferrer. 
“Our preliminary data suggests 
that targeting this lipid signaling 
pathway may be as effective as 
some of our best drugs.”

Neuroblastoma is a cancerous 
tumor that develops from nerve 
tissue and typically occurs in 
infants and children. By the time a 
young patient receives a diagnosis, 
the neuroblastoma has already 
spread. It is most commonly 
identified in children before age 
five, and occurs in approximately 
one out of 100,000 children.

Hyundai Hope On Wheels Gives 
$325,000 for Cancer Research
In 2012 Hyundai Hope on Wheels, 
along with Hartford area Hyundai 
dealers, awarded Connecticut 
Children’s $325,000 in grants to 
support pediatric cancer research.  
This is part of Hyundai’s annual  
effort to raise awareness for 
childhood cancer and to celebrate 
the lives of children battling  
this disease.

Olga Toro-Salazar, MD, Director of 
Noninvasive Imaging in Connecticut 
Children’s cardiology department, 
received a $250,000 grant to 
support her research on cardiac MRI 
and blood markers used to identify 
early predictors of heart damage 
among pediatric cancer patients. 
Her research will allow for the 
development of new therapies to 
keep young patients’ hearts healthy 
as they grow into adults. Dr. Toro-
Salazar was one of 41 recipients 
across the United States honored 
with a 2012 Hyundai Hope Grant. 

In addition, Andrea Orsey, MD, a 
Pediatric Hematologist/Oncologist 
and Lead Physician of Cancer 
Support Services at Connecticut 
Children’s, received a $75,000 
Scholar Grant.  As a faculty member 
of the department of pediatrics 
of the University of Connecticut 
School of Medicine and the 
Graduate School of Clinical and 
Translational Research, Dr. Orsey 
is the principal investigator for a 
study evaluating the relationship 
between quality of life and activity 
level among pediatric oncology 
patients receiving chemotherapy 
and/or radiation therapy. 

“Significant advances in the 
treatment of childhood cancers have 
resulted in dramatically improved 
survival rates,” says Dr. Orsey. “As 
more children are surviving, a focus 
on the costs of a cure has emerged. 
Quality of life is increasingly 
recognized as an important outcome 
of childhood cancer treatment.”

The study is designed to 
utilize Dr. Orsey’s background 
in physical therapy and expand 

upon her previous research by 
evaluating the effects of exercise 
on activity level and quality of life 
of pediatric oncology patients. 
She will evaluate the impact of 
physical activity and sleep quality 
on fatigue, health-related quality 
of life, mood, pain, and physical 
fitness of children with cancer. 

$350,000 Federal Grant 
Awarded to Coordinate HIV 
Services in State
Connecticut Children’s Medical 
Center and the University of 
Connecticut Health Center have 
been awarded $350,000 a year for 
the next three years to coordinate 
HIV care and treatment across 
Connecticut. The overall goal 
of the Health Resource Services 
Administration grant award is 
to facilitate and enhance family-
centered primary medical care 
provided to women, infants, 
children and youth living with  
HIV/AIDS.

The Women, Infant, Children and 
Youth HIV Services Connecticut 
Consortium (WICY-HSCC) consists 
of health care providers and social 
workers from four major pediatric 
and adult health care facilities 
in Connecticut: Connecticut 
Children’s Medical Center, UConn 
Health Center, Yale-New Haven 
Hospital and Yale New Haven 
Health at Bridgeport Hospital.

“The new program will 
significantly improve access 
to primary HIV inpatient and 
outpatient comprehensive medical 
care, mental health care, medical 
case management and oral health 
care to HIV-infected individuals,” 
says Juan Salazar, MD, Interim 
Physician-in-Chief at the Medical 
Center and Interim Chair of 
the Department of Pediatrics at 
University of Connecticut School 
of Medicine. 

Nearly 20,000 HIV-positive 
individuals have been reported to 
the Connecticut Department of 
Public Health. Women represent 36 
percent of all Connecticut residents 
living with HIV and African 
American and Hispanic women 
are disproportionately affected. 
The newly formed consortium 
will enhance existing HIV testing 
initiatives for at-risk women and 
youth and link newly identified HIV-
positive individuals to HIV specialty 
care and supportive services.

These grant awards are 
a significant achievement for 
Connecticut Children’s and 
strengthens our vision of making 
children in Connecticut the healthiest 
in the country. These awards 
recognize both the importance of  
our physicians work among the 
scientific community and the 
potential to make a meaningful 
difference for children and families.

Fernando Ferrer, MD, Executive Vice President for Clinical Affairs and Surgeon-in-Chief, will 
be furthering his research on a possible revolutionary new treatment for neuroblastoma 
with a prestigious grant from the National Institutes of Health.

Juan Salazar, MD, MPH, Director of the Division of Pediatric Infectious Diseases, was recently 
named Interim Physician-in-Chief at the Medical Center and Interim Chair of the Department 
of Pediatrics at University of Connecticut School of Medicine; see page 2 for more.

Patient Thomas Fritch of Bethel gives Olga Toro-Salazar, MD, a big smile and a pat on 
the back – in permanent paint – at the Hyundai Hope on Wheels press conference and 
handprint ceremony. Dr. Toro-Salazar was one of 41 recipients awarded a pediatric cancer 
research grant in honor of National Childhood Cancer Awareness Month.
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Happenings at Connecticut Children’s

This past summer, LEGO® and the Travelers Championship partnered together to host a golf 
tournament to benefit Connecticut Children’s. Above, Soren Torp Laursen, President of LEGO 
Systems, Inc. and a member of Connecticut Children’s Board of Directors, presents a check for 
$63,000 to Marty Gavin, President and CEO, Connecticut Children’s. The check, representing
the proceeds from the tournament, was presented in front of a Travelers Championship golf 
mural done completely with LEGO® bricks that now hangs at the Medical Center.

More than 1,600 students, patients and families danced for 18 consecutive hours at the 
University of Connecticut’s 14th annual HuskyTHON dance marathon, February 16-17.  
A record-setting $343,416 was raised for Connecticut Children’s to support numerous 
programs and to purchase state-of-the-art medical equipment. More than $1,300,000 has 
been raised since the event’s inception.

Over the holidays, Coaches John Gallagher and Jen Rizzotti brought the Hartford Hawks men’s 
and women’s basketball teams to Connecticut Children’s to give autographs, pose for pictures 
and visit with patients, their families and staff members at the Medical Center. Above, Sean 
Chamberland, of Wolcott, enjoys his visit from (l-r) Mark Nwakamma, Howie the Hawk and 
Yolonza Moore.

The Caroline’s Room at Connecticut Children’s Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU) in Hartford 
was rededicated in January, following an extensive redesign that included new paint, furniture and 
artwork. Caroline’s Room, which is replicated in NICUs throughout the U.S., is designed to provide 
a safe haven for families to have privacy and comfort. In attendance were (l-r): Stephanie Markow, 
RN; Gary Doyens, Caroline’s Room founder; Erin and Christopher Kasik, who donated funds to 
purchase the sofa in memory of their daughter; Jeanne Conrad, Caroline’s Room Co-Director; Edith 
Whitman, Interior Designer; Hillary Pease, Caroline’s Room Co-Director; Victor Herson, MD, NICU 
Medical Director; Marla Booker, Director of Neonatal Nursing; and Lisa Strelecky, Nurse Manager.

Maya Ostapouir of Southington proudly shows off the Valentine’s Day card that was delivered 
to her room to brighten her day. More than 200 people responded to our call, via the 
Connecticut Children’s Foundation website and our social media pages, to offer Valentine’s 
Day messages for patients who had to spend the holiday at Connecticut Children’s.

Micah Richards of West Simsbury takes off from the starting line at the vie for the kids 6K 
Trail Run/Walk in Simsbury this past fall. The event at Ethel Walker Woods offered runners of 
all ages and experience levels an enjoyable trek through the pristine and protected jewel of 
the Simsbury Land Trust; proceeds benefitted the Cancer and Blood Disorders Clinical Trials 
Program at Connecticut Children’s.


