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Losing a Little Speed Didn’t Slow Cameron Down
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In January 2010, Cameron Greenwood was diagnosed with an aggressive form of cancer. With the 
help of Connecticut Children’s Medical Center staff and Cameron’s own determination, he not only 
survived but now plays both soccer and lacrosse for his high school. Cameron is the Connecticut 
Children’s 2013 Children’s Miracle Network Champion Child.

“Connecticut Children’s  
Medical Center deserves high 
praise,” said Health Rankings 
Editor Avery Comarow. 

“Ranking shows the dedication 
and expertise that Connecticut 
Children’s brings to the care 
of children who need those 
qualities the most. We think it 
is important to identify and call 
attention to pediatric centers 
like this one.”

When he was in the sixth grade, 
Cameron Greenwood was fast. 
Really fast. He could run a mile in six 
minutes forty seconds. But then in 
seventh grade, when he expected his 
times to improve, he slipped back to a 
nine-minute mile. The usual suspects 
were blamed — video games, not 
enough practice, or too many snacks. 
Then Cameron began to experience 
severe back pain that would regularly 
wake him up at night. It turned out 
that the same culprit that robbed  
him of his speed would threaten to 
take away much more.

“Over the course of the next 
couple of months, I went to many 
doctors and had x-rays, but nothing 
was found. Finally, in January of 
2010, I was sent for an MRI and 
an aggressive looking tumor was 
found in the right iliac wing of my 
pelvis,” recalled Cameron, now a 
junior at Lewis S. Mills High School  
in Burlington.

Within a week, Cameron was sent 
to Michael Isakoff, MD, Hematology/
Oncology Connecticut Children’s 
Medical Center. Dr. Isakoff confirmed 
that Cameron had cancer. He was 
diagnosed with Ewings Sarcoma, a 
rare form of bone cancer that occurs 
primarily in children. Cameron’s 
cancer had already spread to his 
lungs and bone marrow.

“The whole staff at Connecticut 
Children’s was wonderful. I was really 
scared, and they took the time to 
explain everything to me and to my 
family. They wanted to make sure we 
were comfortable and had everything 
we needed. At that point I had no 
idea just how well I would get to 
know these people, or how much a 
part of my life they would become,” 
said Cameron.

Over the next year, Cameron had 
surgery and fourteen rounds of 
chemotherapy. In one surgery lasting 
over 10 hours, nearly one third of 
Cameron’s pelvis was removed along 
with the tumor. Physical therapy and 
more chemo followed through the 
summer months. Cameron finished 
his final round of chemo in November 
of 2010. 

“But we can’t forget that Cam was 
lucky too,” said Scott Greenwood, 
Cameron’s father. “If the tumor had 
spread just another half inch closer to 
the sacroiliac joint, too much of the 
pelvis would have had to be removed 
to give his leg a place to rest in the 
joint and give the support its needs to 
function properly. So he would have 
lost his right leg. We are thankful 
the doctors could stop the tumor’s 
growth before it got to that.”

“Cam’s determination and spirit 
can’t be overstated. Before he was 

Connecticut Children’s Once Again Ranked 
Among the Nation’s Best Children’s Hospitals 
by U.S. News & World Report
Pulmonology, #41 in Orthopedics, 
#43 in Neonatology and #49 in 
Gastroenterology & GI Surgery. The 
rankings highlight the top 50 U.S. 
children’s hospitals in 10 pediatric 
specialties. Only 87 hospitals in the 
nation were recognized and just 
40 hospitals received recognition 
comparable to Connecticut Children’s. 

 “The recognition from U.S. News 
& World Report is a testament to 
our dedicated physicians, nurses 
and staff who care for the sickest 
children while working tirelessly 
on advancing research and clinical 
outcomes at Connecticut Children’s” 
said Juan C. Salazar, MD, MPH, 
Physician-in-Chief, Division Head, 
Infectious Diseases & Immunology 
and Chair of Pediatrics, University of 
Connecticut School of Medicine.

Whether a hospital was ranked 
and how high, greatly depended 
upon its performance and success 
rate pertaining to clinical outcomes, 
efficiency and coordination of care 
delivery and the availability of care 
related resources.

Hospital and specialty rankings 
were determined through a detailed 
analysis of patient outcomes and 
structural hospital resources for 
pediatric care. In addition, the 
U.S. News & World Report survey 
methodology combined the results of 
a clinical questionnaire administered 
to 179 pediatric hospitals and a 
reputational assessment of 1,500 
pediatric specialists in the 10 ranked 
specialties. Physicians surveyed were 
asked where they would send the 
sickest children in their specialty. 

To access the complete list of 
2013-14 “Best Children’s Hospital” 
rankings by U.S. News & World 
Report, please visit www.usnews.
com/childrenshospital. 
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For the fifth year in a row, 
Connecticut Children’s Medical 
Center has been named among 
the best in the nation, with six of its 
pediatric specialties recieving U.S. 
News & World Report’s 2013-2014 

“Best Children’s Hospital Rankings.” 
This year, Connecticut Children’s 

ranked #25 in Urology, #35 in 
Diabetes & Endocrinology, #39 in 

Diabetes & Endocrinology

Gastroenterology & GI Surgery

Neonatology · Orthopedics 

Pulmonology · Urology
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Juan C. Salazar, MD, MPH, 
Named Physician-in-Chief at 
Connecticut Children’s 
Juan C. Salazar, MD, MPH, 
Professor of Pediatrics and 
Immunology and Director of the 
Division of Pediatric Infectious 
Diseases at Connecticut Children’s, 
has been named Physician-in-
Chief at the Medical Center 
and Chair of the Department 
of Pediatrics at the University of 
Connecticut School of Medicine. 
In addition to serving in these roles 
on an interim basis since January, 
Dr. Salazar has led the Division of 
Pediatric Infectious Diseases since 
2008 and has been nationally 
and internationally recognized 
for both his outstanding clinical 
care and his innovative research 
work. Dr. Salazar is NIH-funded to 
study the human innate immune 
response to Borrelia burgdorferi 
and Treponema pallidum, the 
causative agents of Lyme disease 
and syphilis respectively.

Dr. Salazar also directs the 
Pediatric and Youth HIV program 
at the Medical Center. His team 
has promoted and facilitated 
regional STD and HIV-prevention 
programs for at-risk high school 
youth. Dr. Salazar is the current 
recipient of Ryan White Care Act 
federal funding to coordinate 
and provide statewide HIV 
treatment and prevention services 
for women, infants, children 
and youth. He has conducted 
several NIH and pharmaceutical 
industry sponsored pediatric and 
adolescent HIV clinical trials and 
long-term follow-up studies.

While holding these new roles, 
Dr. Salazar will continue with 
his current clinical duties at the 
Medical Center and his translational 
research program at the University 
of Connecticut Health Center.

Connecticut Children’s 
Physician Wins Prestigious 
Clinical Leadership Award
J. Michael Connors, MD, Associate 
Director of the Division of Pain and 
Palliative Medicine at Connecticut 
Children’s Medical Center, has 
been awarded the Society for 
Pediatric Sedation’s 2013 Joseph 
P. Cravero, MD Leadership Award. 
Established in 2010, the award is 
presented annually to a member of 
the Society for Pediatric Sedation 
(SPS) who, with a collaborative 
and engaging spirit, furthers the 
field of pediatric sedation through 
his or her efforts in research, 
education, and health policy.

“I can think of no one more 
deserving of this award than the 
Society’s immediate past president, 
Dr. J. Michael Connors. His ability 
to translate his own cutting edge 
pediatric sedation clinical and 
business practices to other clinicians 
interested in providing great care is 
phenomenal,” said Lia Lowrie, MD, 
President of the Society for Pediatric 
Sedation. “He simply embodies Dr. 
Cravero’s vision of defining and 
promoting quality sedation care 
for children. Dr. Connors’ tenure 
as president of the Society will be 
remembered as the time when the 

CONNECTICUT CHILDREN’S IN THE NEWS

Morgan Platt, a ten-year old patient at 
Connecticut Children’s, is not one who 
takes things lying down. And when it 
comes to her battle with cancer, she 
has made sure that people all over the 
country have heard her roar.  

Morgan, from Avon, had an idea 
that she could do something to spread 
awareness about pediatric cancer and 
maybe inspire other children like herself 
who were fighting this disease. Her idea? 
Create a video in hopes that it would go 
viral and showcase the brave fight that 
children battling pediatric cancer face 
every day.

For two days in November, Connecticut 
Children’s resembled a Hollywood set and 
many patients, doctors, nurses and other 
hospital employees shared their musical, 
dancing and acting talents with the world. 
Created in partnership with the Hole in the 
Wall Gang, the video, set to the Katy Perry 
song, “Roar”, stars Morgan and features 
other Connecticut Children’s patients 
dressed as lions, boxers, butterflies and 
bees as they dance and lip-synch along 
with the popular song. 

The Hole In The Wall Gang, a New 
Haven based non-profit that Paul 
Newman founded in 1988, helped shoot 
and edit the video. 

“When Morgan and her mother contacted 
our Hospital Outreach Program to help with 
their vision for this video, we saw it as a 
great opportunity to shine a similar spotlight 
on the playful, caring and welcoming 
atmosphere of Connecticut Children’s,” said 
Mike Dauphin, the videographer and editor 
of the “Roar” video. 

In the first few days of its release, 
Morgan’s video was liked on YouTube 
by over 100,000 people. To watch the 
video and helped Morgan in her goal 
to inspire others, please visit www.
connecticutchildrens.org.

Connecticut Children’s is grateful for the dedication provided by many individuals, clubs and organizations  
who host events to support and promote the mission of Connecticut Children’s. If you are interested in  

learning more about events that support the Medical Center or hosting an event, please visit the  
Connecticut Children’s Foundation website at www.connecticutchildrensfoundation.org

To comment on any articles appearing in this publication, please visit our website at www.connecticutchildrens.org. If you have a change of 
address or do not wish to receive future issues of Pediatric Matters, please call (860) 837-5700.

quality of the care we provide was 
brought to the forefront of this 
rapidly evolving field.”

Dr. Connors joined Connecticut 
Children’s in July 2012 “We are 
all very proud of Dr. Connors and 
congratulate him on this prominent 
recognition,” said Juan C. Salazar, 
MD, MPH, Connecticut Children’s 
Interim Physician-in-Chief. “His 
expertise in pediatric sedation and 
pain and palliative medicine helps 
all of us at Connecticut Children’s 
treat children with advanced 
medical care.”

Connecticut Children’s Named 
Most Ethical Business in State 
of Connecticut!
For the second year in a row, 
Connecticut Children’s was 
recognized as one of our state’s 
Top 10 large workplaces by the 
Hartford Courant and FOXCT 
TV. This year, the Medical Center 
earned an impressive ranking as the 
#2 best place to work in the large 
organization category, jumping 2 
spots from our #4 ranking last year.  

More importantly, Connecticut 
Children’s was honored with a 
special award for ranking #1 state-
wide in the category of Ethics. 
This award recognizes a business 
that exemplifies strong values and 
ethics and represents a strong 
endorsement to all 2300 employees 
of Connecticut Children’s and the 
work that is done each and every 
day at the Medical Center.

In all, Connecticut Children’s was 
one of only 50 statewide businesses 
(out of 660 nominations) to be 
recognized as a Top Workplace. 
For more information on this 
award, visit http://www.courant.
com/business/topworkplaces.  

Juan C. Salazar, MD, MPH, has been named 
Physician-in-Chief at Connecticut Children’s

Dr. Connors (right) pictured with the 
award’s namesake, Dr. Joseph Cravero, 
receiving his award at the SPS Annual 
Conference in Houston.

On Friday I brought my son Cameron in for a new patient visit about his belly. I work with everyone there on a very 
close basis because I work for Clinical Laboratory Partners. Megan at the front desk was great. She gave Cameron 
a toy truck and told him to keep it. One of the other ladies from the other side at check-in gave him pictures and 
crayons to color on. One of the doctors came in and sat beside him for a minute, colored with him and then smiled 
and let him continue on. Cameron hates having his shoes taken off and the medical assistant that took us in was so 
patient and sweet. Mark Arena saw Cameron and he went and found him a toy truck and dragon for him to take 
home. Kristin Phillip was so awesome as well as everyone that we encountered on Friday was just fabulous. It almost 
disappoints me that we do not have to have a follow up visit….Almost lol. Just thought you would love to hear how 
wonderful your staff is.

Battling 
Cancer with 
a Roar

Avon’s Morgan Platt partnered with The Hole in 
the Wall Gang and Connecticut Children’s to create 
a powerful video to encourage and inspire other 
pediatric cancer patients.

Share Your Story

Credits Editor: Robert Fraleigh; Contributors:  Monica Buchanan, Sarah DeMarco, and Ed Jalinskas; Design: Dornenburg Kallenbach Advertising; Photography: J. Fiereck Photography, LLC
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In early November, Connecticut 
Children’s formally opened a new 
18,000 sq. ft., state-of-the-art 
Ambulatory Surgical Center at 505 
Farmington Avenue in Farmington.

The new Surgery Center showcases 
state of the art infrastructure, new 
equipment, reduced wait times for 
surgery, and easy access to I-84. 
Patients and families will find a space 
that is pediatric-friendly and patient-
centered for ages one through 
twenty-one. The family waiting 
area offers comfortable seating, a 
refreshment area, and Wi-Fi. 

“Children are very special to 
us and deserve to be cared for 
by professionals that have been 
educated and trained to their unique 
needs. Our Connecticut Children’s 
facility gives us a structure to provide 
this specialized care,” said Elizabeth 
Crouch, Director of Perioperative 
Services. “Our goal is to have the 
family’s experience be as stress-free 
and positive as possible.” 

Visitors will immediately notice 
a soothing “theme” throughout 
the surgery center. It’s derived from 
elements of nature, water, sky, wind 
and earth. Through the use of design 
elements, the “theme” assists with 
way finding and enhances the 
overall patient experience. Healing 
art is also used as an architectural 
element in the recovery bays. 

In each Operating Room, the 
Connecticut Children’s logo is 
a visible part of the floor detail.  
Meanwhile, the Post-Operative Care 
Unit incorporates the elements of 
“earth and wind” as represented 
by the Ginkgo leaf that symbolizes 
longevity, hope, resilience and peace. 

Ultimately, patients and families 
can expect a short wait on the day 
of their surgery, privacy for the care 
their child receives and easy access 
to our new facility. 

“Connecticut Children’s is 
recognized as one of the leading 
pediatric surgical centers in the 

Connecticut Children’s Opens New Surgery 
Center in Farmington

The Walt Disney Company and ESPN Announce $750,000 Pledge 
to Connecticut Children’s Medical Center Foundation
On October 29, ESPN announced a 
pledge of $750,000 from The Walt 
Disney Company to the Connecticut 
Children’s Medical Center 
Foundation. The grant will expand 
the facility’s pediatric transport 
program with a fully-outfitted 
pediatric and neonatal intensive 
ambulance. The donation is also 
supporting Connecticut Children’s 
brand-new 18,000 square-foot, 
state-of-the-art Ambulatory Surgery 
Center in Farmington (see article, 
page 3).
“This gift from The Walt Disney 

Company and ESPN truly defines 
their commitment to children, 
families and the community as 
a whole”, said Martha Schall, 
President, Connecticut Children’s 
Medical Center Foundation. 
“Connecticut Children’s is acclaimed 
for our leadership in offering one-
of-a-kind pediatric care in our state. 
We can’t thank ESPN and The 
Walt Disney Company enough for 
enabling us to expand that care to 
more children and families in need.” 
Introduced earlier this year, 

Connecticut Children’s Critical Care 
Transport program is unlike any other 
in the state. The program’s team 
consists of Connecticut Children’s 
staff members who have essential 
skills and expertise in dealing with 

high-risk neonatal and pediatric 
patients. In addition, the transport 
units are uniquely equipped with 
medical tools and supplies that are 
designed specifically for babies, 
children and young adults.
“The Connecticut Children’s 

Medical Center provides life-saving 
care to children and families right 
here in our own backyard,” said 
Kevin Martinez, ESPN’s vice president 
of corporate outreach. “This 
investment from ESPN and The Walt 
Disney Company will serve those 
most in need of urgent care, further 
cementing our region as a great and 
caring place for families to live.”
Matthew Choate, RN, MBA, CEN, 

Nursing Director of Emergency 
Services and Transport was one 
of several Connecticut Children’s 
leaders expressing thanks to ESPN 
and The Walt Disney Company at an 
event on the ESPN campus where 
the new ambulance was on display 
for ESPN employees. “We see our 
Transport team as an essential 
piece of the network of care that 
Connecticut Children’s has built for 
children in Connecticut,” explained 
Choate. “Ultimately, it extends our 
services and expertise to a greater 
number of patients in need.” 

Pictured above are (l-r)   Karen O’Brien APRN, Lisa Lebon RT, Matt Choate RN, Norby 
Williamson ESPN, Carol Pandiscia ESPN,  Marty Gavin, Dr. Jim Parker, and Dr. Victor Herson

Members of the Connecticut Children’s surgical team join 15-year-old surgical patient Eve Altieri for 
the grand opening of the new Ambulatory Surgical Center in Farmington.

Pictured above are (l-r) Mary McLaughlin, Eve 
Altieri, Beth Cannon, and Dr. Edward Cortland

Northeast,” said Martin J. Gavin, 
Connecticut Children’s President 
and Chief Executive Officer. “Last 
year, our talented surgeons operated 
on children over 10,200 times and 
our new surgery center will further 
our ability to continue to meet the 
increased demand we are seeing for 
these services.” 

Connecticut Children’s anticipates 
nearly 2,000 surgeries will be 
performed at the new facility in the 
first year. A variety of surgeries will 
be scheduled including urology, ear/
nose and throat, sports medicine, 
orthopedic and hand.
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New Healthy Lunches Take a Bite Out of Calories
Cancer patient Morgan Platt  (see page 
2) isn’t the only one making a ROAR 
these days.  Connecticut Children’s 
brand-new, healthy and nutritious 
Dino-bite Kids Lunches are creating 
quite a roar with our patients and 
families too!  The Dino-bite lunches 
were recently launched in the One 
World Café as part of Connecticut 
Children’s dedication to kid’s health 
and the nationwide Healthier Hospitals 
Initiative.  

Each Dino-bite Lunch Meal is less 
than 500 calories, less than 600 mg 
of sodium and includes a vegetable 
and fruit. They come packed inside a 
kid-friendly container with a friendly 
dinosaur printed on the front. It’s a 
combination that’s truly dino-mite 
and popular with both children and 
their parents!

As part of our dedication to leading 
Connecticut kids to a healthier future, 
Connecticut Children’s launched 
Dino-bites Lunches as just one 

small part of our larger “Dino-mite 
Lifestyles” campaign in tandem with 
the Healthier Hospitals Initiative. The 
Initiative is a national campaign to lead 
change in the health care sector. 

Connecticut Children’s was also 
selected as one of 25 Children’s 
Hospitals to participate in the national 
Children’s Hospital of America (CHA) 
initiative. 

“As a Children’s Hospital we have 
the opportunity to practice preventive 
measures that impact the health of 
our patients, family and staff,” said 
Claire Dalidowitz, clinical nutrition 
manager. “The evidence is clear that 
when we are surrounded by healthy 
options and activities we are more 
likely to embrace them.”

Connecticut Children’s is partnering 
with some of the best children’s 
hospitals in the United States to set 
the standard for a Healthy Hospital 
and a Healthy Lifestyle. The goal is for 
other Children’s hospitals (there are 
over 200) to join us, and eventually 
encourage adult hospitals to follow.  

In addition to the new lunches, 
Connecticut Children’s also took a 
close look at our One World Café 
selections and made a conscious 
choice to make our healthier options 
easier to find. For example, sugar-
sweetened sodas were moved to the 
bottom of the refrigerated coolers, 
while diet drinks and water were 
placed on the first few shelves.  We 

found this made a positive impact 
in overall sales of healthier 
beverages.

Connecticut Children’s  
“Dino-mite Lifestyle” campaign 
will expand in 2014 with 
the launch of several more 
projects including the Dino-
Walk, which will feature 

several walking “trails” 
throughout the hospital and 

on hospital grounds to get 
our patients, families and staff 

exercising more and having fun at 
the same time!

    

even done with his final round 
of chemo, he participated in Vie 
for the Kids 5k fundraiser. He’s an 
amazing young man,” said Danielle 
Greenwood, Cameron’s mother. “He 
was not in the best shape on the day 
of the race. His blood counts were 
down and he was white as a sheet. 
It took him over two hours to finish. 
But all his friends and supporters 
stuck with him and he finished the 
race in style — running across the 
finish line. Everyone cheered. It was 
a moment I won’t forget.”

“I completed chemo in November 
of 2010 and the following April was 
cleared to play lacrosse. I scored my 

first goal in May! While I will never 
be as fast as I was in sixth grade, and 
I will always walk with a limp, I’m 
playing on both soccer and lacrosse 
teams at my high school.”  Cameron 
added, “And, I’ve been cancer free 
for almost three years.” 

Dr. Isakoff concludes, “Cameron’s 
prognosis is good. But what’s 
outstanding is the way Cameron is 
living the life he wants. Despite his 
challenges, he still plays sports with 
great pride and enthusiasm. He helps 
other kids going through what he 
went through, and to see that there’s 
life on the other side of treatment. 
He’s a special young man.” 

continued from page 1

Losing a Little Speed Didn’t Slow Cameron Down

Each Dino-bite Lunch Meal is less than 500 calories, less than 600 mg of sodium and includes 
a vegetable and fruit. They come packed inside kid-friendly containers and are available only 
at Connecticut Children’s One World Café.

Her official title is Grants 
Administrator, but those 
who know Laura Friedeberg 
will tell you she wears many 
hats during her 9-5 day 
at Connecticut Children’s 
Medical Center.

Her true passion is 
volunteering for a number of 
difference campaigns around 
the hospital.  It’s something 
Friedeberg has been doing for 
as long as she can remember.

“I was interested in giving 
back to the community and trying to figure out what I wanted to do when I 
grew up,” Friedeberg said. “Now we fast forward and many years later I work 
at Connecticut Children’s and volunteer as well.”

Though she doesn’t do it for the recognition, Friedeberg was recently awarded 
the 2013 Hartford Business Journal’s Healthcare Heroes Volunteer of the 
Year.  It’s a distinction Friedeberg doesn’t take lightly and one that took her 
by surprise.

“I’m so humbled by the award.  I work with many other volunteers to make 
each event a success and I want to share this recognition with all of them,” 
said Friedeburg.

Cameron Greenwood of Burlington, supported by the Sacred Heart University men’s lacrosse 
team, crosses the finish line at the vie for kids 5k trail run. Proceeds from the full day of events 
benefitted the hematology/oncology clinical trials program at Connecticut Children’s.

Grants Administrator and Volunteer 
Ambassador Wins Top Honor at 
Annual Healthcare Heroes Luncheon
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Connecticut Children’s Investigators Receive 
Prestigious Genomics Institute Grants
Imagine knowing more about 
autism at the level of a brain cell, 
preventing heart damage from 
chemotherapy or finding ways to 
prevent necrotizing enterocolitis 
in premature babies. These things 
could become a reality, thanks to 
a special collaboration in genomics 
research that features Connecticut 
Children’s physicians, nurses and 
researchers.  

The Institute for Systems 
Genomics at the University 
of Connecticut has awarded 
$1 million in funding to four 
collaborative research programs, 
three of which include researchers 
from Connecticut Children’s. Each 
program will receive $50,000 per 
year for the next five years.

These funded programs have 
been named “Affinity Research 
Collaboratives,” or ARCs, and 
are based on a similar initiative 
developed at Boston University.

“Our goal in funding these ARCs 
is to spur cross-disciplinary and cross-
institutional research programs. This 
creates talented investigators who 
can bring together their difference 
areas of expertise to study 
important biomedical problems and 
cure disease,” says Marc Lalande, 
director of the Institute.

Three of the four ARCs 
consist of a team of at least four 
investigators with representation 
from Connecticut Children’s, the 
Jackson Laboratory for Genomic 
Medicine and UConn.

“The ARC program provides 
a very exciting opportunity to 
strengthen collaborations we have 
developed with JAX investigators 
over the past year and enhance 
our long-standing partnership with 
UConn Storrs and Farmington 
scientists,” says Dr. Juan C. Salazar, 
physician-in-chief and division head, 
Infectious Diseases & Immunology, 
Connecticut Children’s Medical 
Center and Chair of Pediatrics, 
UConn School of Medicine. 

Neuronal Synaptic and Circuit 
Dysfunction in the Autism 
Spectrum
This ARC marks the beginning 
of Connecticut Children’s 
research program into the autism 
spectrum.  Connecticut Children’s 
own doctors Louisa Kalsner, MD, 
Ann Milanese, MD, Gyula Acsadi, 
MD, and Jennifer Twachtman-
Bassett, along with UCHC’s 
doctors Stormy Chamberlain, 
MD, Leslie Loew, MD, and Eric 
Levine, MD, will take part in this 
ARC. The JAX collaboration is led 
by Wayne Frankel, MD. Over the 
next 5 years, researchers will work 
specifically with a group of autistic 
patients who suffer seizures and 
closely study their neurons – the 
cells that make up the brain and 
nervous system. Dr. Chamberlain 
will rely on a simple blood draw 
from these patients to develop 
stem cells and grow neurons that 
are identical to the neurons in 
the patient’s brain and nervous 
system. Testing can then be done 
on a molecular level without ever 
touching the patient, an idea that 
is truly novel. The research goal is 
to acquire new information about 
neuronal dysfunction in autism 
spectrum disorders and develop 
an integrated approach for the use 
of stem cell and mouse models, in 
conjunction with clinical data, to 
study this serious developmental 
disorder of children. The 
information coming from this ARC 
could one day have significant 
therapeutic implications.

Use of Diversity Outbred Mice 
to Study Cardiotoxicity of 
Chemotherapeutic Agents
Researchers aim to discover 
genetic variants, biomarkers, and 
mechanisms of drug toxicity that 
could explain why certain children 
suffer heart damage while on 
chemotherapy drugs. Connecticut 
Children’s doctors Olga Toro-
Salazar, MD, Michael Isakoff, MD, 
Eileen Gillan, MD, and Andrea Orsey, 
MD will participate in this project. 

Toxic side effects of chemotherapy 
are major causes of mortality and 
morbidity among cancer patients.  
Genetic factors play an important 
role in determining individual 
susceptibility. By learning more, 
resrearchers hope to detect 
damage to the heart earlier and 
potentially prevent progression to 
heart disease. 

Early Life Physiological and 
Psychosocial Stress Imprints Gut 
Microbiome in Preterm Infants
Premature infants subjected to 
stressful early life experiences 
develop an altered gut 
microbiome, increasing the risk 
for neurodevelopmental morbidity 
and gastrointestinal dysfunction, 
including necrotizing enterocolitis.  
Connecticut Children’s doctors 
Adam Matson, MD, and Naveed 
Hussain, MD, will play a significant 
role in this ARC, led by Xiaomei 
Cong, MD, of the UConn School 
of Nursing. The team will collect 

stool samples from some of our 
premature babies, in order to 
study their microbiome. Using 
state-of-the-art sequencing and 
computational methods developed 
in the lab of Dr. Joerg Graf at UConn 
in Storrs, researchers will investigate 
the link between early life stress 
and changes in the intestinal 
environment in preterm newborns. 

“These ARCs open the door in 
2 ways; the autism ARC will help 
establish a cutting edge research 
program in autism spectrum 
disorders at Connecticut Children’s 
that will mirror the excellence of 
our established clinical program.  
But our success with the ARCs goes 
beyond that. They will also integrate 
Connecticut Children’s into the 
biomedical research community at 
the Health Center and JAX labs in a 
synergistic fashion,” says Dr. Justin 
Radolf, senior scientific advisor and 
Professor of Medicine, UCHC.

Among Connecticut Children’s doctors to receive funding are Eileen Gillan, MD, (above 
left), Andrea Orsey, MD, (above center), Olga Toro-Salazar, MD, (above right), and Michael 
Isakoff, MD, (bottom).

Architectural rendering of the Jackson Laboratory for Genomic Medicine.

Losing a Little Speed Didn’t Slow Cameron Down
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Happenings at Connecticut Children’s

On October 31, Connecticut Children’s celebrated Halloween in kid-friendly fashion with its 
Annual Reverse Trick-or-Treating event! Staff members throughout all departments sported 
clever Halloween costumes to visit the many children and families at the Medical Center, 
who due to their stay, were unable to trick or treat this year. Pictured above are (l-r) Susan 
MacArthur, Mary Saccoccio, Peggy Thomensen, Amy Groschel, Tracy Creatore, Kelly Griffin, 
Anna White, Maggi Predmore and Lindsay Collins of Quality and Patient Safety. 

Connecticut Children’s employee, Luis Vieira of the Emergency Department was honored 
with the 2013 Safety Award for Continued Excellence in Safety at this year’s Employee Safety 
Fair in October. The fair featured informational booths highlighting various safety topics and 
strategies including general safety, fire safety and infection control. Pictured above are (l-r) 
Martin Gavin, President & CEO, Luis Vierira of the Emergency Department and Michael Tortora, 
Director of Safety & Security.

Connecticut Children’s 11th Annual 102.9 DRC-FM Children’s Miracle Network Hospitals 
Radiothon successfully hit its $2 million cumulative fundraising goal! The Radiothon, which ran 
from Thursday, August 29 through Saturday, August 31, aired live from Connecticut Children’s 
One World Café and featured the Big D on-air personalities sharing the inspiring stories of our 
patients and families. Pictured above (l-r) patients Charlotte Wesoloskie and Madisen Yanez of 
Coventry are all smiles posing with the proceeds.

Students, staff and families were all smiles at the CCMC School’s Family Halloween Night on 
October 24! There was plenty of food, entertainment and fun filled activities for guests of all ages 
including face painting, arts & crafts, and gym time! Pictured above (l-r), Assistant Teacher, Rosa 
Cipriano paints the face of Mackenzie Farley, daughter of a CCMC School Assistant Principal. 

On October 5, hundreds of children and families gathered at Ethel Walker Woods in Simsbury 
for the Annual Vie for the Kids 6K Trail Run and Kids Fun Run! More than 500 runners and 
walkers of all skill levels participated in support of Connecticut Children’s Cancer and Blood 
Disorders Clinical Trials Program. The festivities concluded with the much anticipated A Feast 
at the Farm Celebrity Chef Dinner, in which more than 250 guests attended. Pictured above, 
Connecticut Children’s patient, Kelly Ray, takes on the 6K trail with friends and family by her side.

Once again, the Connecticut Children’s Friends Storybook Gala was a tremendous success. Over 700 
people attended the Gala, which was held on October 19th at the Connecticut Convention Center. 
Guests enjoyed dining and dancing while raising over $605,000 for our children and families.
Alan Zweibel, comedy writer, author and playwright, was the featured speaker and entertained 
the audience with stories of his time at Saturday Night Live and his work as a children’s author. 
The Storybook Gala celebrates the hundreds of thousands of children and families who are 
cared for each year at Connecticut Children’s Medical Center. This year marks the 21st year 
of this signature fundraising event which has generated nearly $2.5 million for Connecticut 
Children’s. Pictured above are guests enjoying the music from New York’s Atlas Band.


