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ALGORITHM 2: SUSPECTED THALASSEMIA TRAIT

Suspected thalassemia trait
(microcytosis or mild microcytic 

anemia with normal iron studies)

REFER TO HEMATOLOGY for 
confirmation and genetic counseling

 Hgb electropheresis on 
patient

 Consider CBC on both 
parents

Hgb 
Electropheresis 

NORMAL

Hgb A2 
> 3.5

Likely Alpha Thalassemia 
trait

*May consider sending test 
for Alpha globin common 
mutation analysis analysis 

via Quest labs (may require 
prior authorization)

Beta 
Thalassemia 

trait

 Genetic counseling 
recommended 

 Consider referral to Hematology

OPTION 1:
DIRECT REFERRAL

OPTION 2:
DELAY REFERRAL
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