DIVERSITY, EQUITY AND INCLUSION

CONNECTICUT CHILDREN’S LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

For thousands of years, Indigenous peoples and their ancestors cultivated and cared for
the land along what we now know as the Connecticut and Farmington Rivers. Various
tribes, all part of the loose Algonquin confederation, lived in or around present-day
Hartford. These included the Podunks, mostly east of the Connecticut River; the
Poguonocks, north and west of Hartford; the Massacoes, in the Granby-Simsbury area,;
the Tunxis tribe, in West Hartford and Farmington near the Farmington River; the
Naubuc, Nayaugs, Wongunks, to the south in Glastonbury; the Pequonnocks in
Fairfield; and the Saukiogs who lived in Hartford. Saukiog was the Native American
name for Hartford.

We recognize Indigenous peoples and their ancestors as the traditional custodians of
the land on which Connecticut Children’s hospital and clinics are now located. We honor
and respect the relationship that exists between these peoples and nations and this
land. These Indigenous peoples stewarded the lands and waterways that we now use
for our own benefit. They farmed, hunted, fished, and bartered among neighboring
tribes. They were invested in the success of their community. The peoples requested
education and instruction from visitors and used the missionary interest in their
community to their advantage.

Like them, we are dedicated to improving our community and expanding our discoveries
to new communities. We continue in their path to bring a healthy vision forward to the
next generation. We continue working to make the future generations better.
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