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What is a Deflux ProceDure?
A Deflux® procedure is performed to correct some cases of vesicoureteral reflux (see vesicoureteral reflux), but not all. 
When a Deflux procedure is performed, a material known as Deflux® is injected into the space where the ureter meets 
the bladder. This helps to “bulk up” the opening to prevent urine from refluxing from the bladder to the ureter.

Deflux® is a sterile gel composed of two molecules that occur naturally in the human body: dextranomer and hyaluronic 
acid. The material is very safe: it is not derived from animals, it does not transmit diseases or cause allergic reactions, and 
it stays where it is injected. Over time, half of the molecule disintegrates and is replaced with normal body tissue to  
create a permanent bulge in the bladder wall at the opening of the ureter.

Your urologist will consider many factors, including your preferences, in making a decision about whether this procedure 
is right for your child. The procedure is performed in the operating room under general anesthesia and takes about  
30 minutes. A tiny camera called a cystoscope is threaded through the urethra and a very small amount of the Deflux gel 
is injected into the bladder wall next to the ureteral opening to help bulk up the opening. This allows urine to flow down 
the ureter as it is supposed to, but prevents urine from flowing back up the ureter.

how effective is Deflux?

The success rate for Deflux is variable based of the grade of reflux, success ranges from 30 percent to greater than 
90 percent. If Deflux is not successful the first time, it can be re-done. If Deflux is not successful after two attempts, 
reimplantation surgery is still an option. Prior use of Deflux gel does not prevent, complicate, or in any way prevent 
surgery later.
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