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When exciting things happen, many children naturally 
tell others all about it.  Children with communication 
disorders may have difficulty knowing what to say, or 
they may not realize that they can talk about events with 
others.  Below are some ways to teach your child to 
communicate about daily events.

Making comments about what is happening 
right now: 
•  Point out exciting things that happen, (e.g. “Look at the 

red truck.” “Do you see the airplane?”)

•  Encourage your child to repeat important words, such 
as “truck,” or “plane” while they are pointing to the 
object.

•  Once your child is making simple comments, you can 
teach him/her to add a word or two to say more about 
the event (e.g. move from “train” to “train crash” or “train 
go up,” etc.)

•  Show your child how to comment about what he/she is 
feeling about an event (e.g. “wow,” “yuck,” etc.)

What did you do today ? 
teaching your child to talk about past events: 
•  When a special event happens at home, review with 

your child the important parts of the event, for example:

•  Where it happened

•  When it happened

•  What happened

•  Who was there

After you review the answers to these questions, write 
down some specific questions that others can ask your 
child (e.g. What animals did you see ?; What did we eat ?; 
What presents did you get ?; How did we get there ?)

•  When a special event happens at home, take one 
or more photos of the event using a digital camera.  
Show your child the pictures and encourage him/her 
to use them to help him/her tell other friends or family 
members about the event.

•  To teach your child to tell school personnel about the 
event, send something to school to help.  For example:

•  A photograph of the event

•  An object from the event (e.g. pudding mix box ; toy 
surprise from a restaurant).  

•  Your list of questions about the event

School personnel can use these things to help your child 
tell them about the event.

•  When your child brings home a worksheet or 
completed project from school, encourage your child to 
use this item to help him/her tell you about what he/
she did at school.  

What will happen next ?  
teaching your child to talk about the future: 
•  Put special events on a calendar (e.g. birthday, special 

trip, etc.)  Every day show your child the current day 
and the special day on the calendar.  Help your child 
to count the days to the special event.  As each day 
passes, cross it out on the calendar, so that your child 
can keep track of when the event will happen.

•  Create a topic page with a list of activities that will or 
are likely to happen during the event.  Review these 
with your child so that he/she knows what to expect.
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