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Welcome to the Scientific Review Committee 

The mission of the Scientific Review Committee is to improve children’s health by providing guidance 
and expertise to investigators at Connecticut Children’s Medical Center in the development of high 
quality, feasible, and impactful research studies.  

Scientific review is required by the Institutional Review Board (IRB) for all investigator-initiated research 
studies with three exceptions: 1) Non-human subjects research; 2) Multi-centered studies where 
Connecticut Children’s is NOT the lead site; and 3) Federally funded or other grant funded studies which 
underwent scientific review during the grant review process. Scientific review is independent of and 
must be completed prior to submission to the IRB. 

The Committee’s goal is to ensure investigators are successful in conducting high quality, high impact 
research studies by reviewing proposed research methodology and making recommendations for 
improvement.  The Committee reviews all aspects of a study protocol, including the study question, 
literature review (background), specific aims, study design, subject selection, data collection and 
management, sample size, statistical methods, use of results, and the feasibility and/or futility of 
performing the study.   

Protocols submitted by students, trainees, and fellows must have a designated mentor, and that mentor 
must approve the protocol before SRC review.   Students, trainees, and fellows are required to attend 
the meeting when their protocol is discussed. Faculty investigators are invited to attend or be available 
by phone should questions arise.   

During the meeting 

 At the Committee meeting, we will discuss your protocol.  Generally, 5-8 Committee members 
attend each week. You will be invited to briefly describe your study question and the methods 
used to answer it. We will ask questions and may request clarifications.  You are encouraged to 
ask questions as well. 

 Feel free to take notes. 

 The Committee will assign a primary correspondent to your study.  This individual will be your 
contact following the meeting until the review is complete. 

Following the meeting 

 Within a few days after the meeting, the assigned correspondent will email you a summary of 
the Committee’s comments.  You may begin revising your proposal before receipt of this 
summary.  You are encouraged to contact the correspondent if more information or assistance 
is needed. 

 Please respond to all comments as you would a response to reviewers for a manuscript. If you 
choose not to alter your protocol for a given comment, please justify why you did not make this 
change. 

 Please edit your protocol using the track changes feature. 
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 Email both a clean and marked copy along with the response to reviews back to the 
correspondent who may contact you again if needed.  We ask for a clean copy to verify the 
investigator’s approval of changes. 

 

 

Completion of the review 

 When the revised proposal has addressed all comments/suggestions from the Committee, the 
correspondent will complete the Scientific Review sign-off document.  This document will also 
include the Committee’s comments that were emailed to you. 

 Our administrator will then email you the final version of the protocol along with the scientific 
review sign-off sheet.  These documents will be in PDF format.  The review is now complete.   

 Note that both the sign-off and final protocol are required to complete your IRB application. 

Questions 

 We welcome questions and comments at any time before, during, or after a review.  You may 
contact Kathy Herbst (kherbst@connecticutchildrens.org) who will direct you to the appropriate 
individual for assistance. 


